





Year Ending December 31,1997
DEDICATION
This year's Town Report is dedicated to
A. PAUL STIMSON
Paul was born in Landaff, N.H. and moved to “Whitemount Farm” at the age of three. 
Always taking pride in the farm, he became owner in 1949 where he was one of the first to 
receive the Green Pastures Award in the State. He was also the winner of the Conservation 
Award and many more farm awards.
He served his town for 27 years as a member of the Trustee of Trust Funds; 14 years on the 
Budget Committee and several years with the forming of the Master Plan.
His service to his Community and area include Past Master of Pine Grove Grange #298; 
President of NH State Farm Bureau; Chairman of Agway Members Committee for several 
years; Past Master of Kane Lodge; Trustee and Deacon of his church.
His lovely wife, Barbara, served on the Bath School Board from 1953 to 1960.
Two sons, Jeff and Vaughen and five grandchildren all reside in Denver, CO.
His services have benefited all the Citizens of Bath.
Town of Bath, New Hampshire
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Town Clerk and Tax Collector
B E V E R L Y  W O O D S
Treasurer
A L D E N  M IN O T
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A R T H U R  JOY, JR .
Fire Warden
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Building Inspector
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B E N J A M IN  H A R R IN G T O N  (2000)
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V E L M A  ID E  (1998)
D IA N N A  A S H  (2000)
A N N  JO Y  (2002)
N A N C Y  L U S B Y  
T E R E S A  B E L Y E A  
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Library Trustees
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D E B O R A H  A R D O L IN O
Planning Board
D IA N N E  R A P PA , Chairman 
R IC H A R D  G O L D T H W A IT  
G L E N  H O U ST O N  
A L F R E D  M A G G IO  
S U S A N  R O W L E Y
Conservation Commission
H A R R Y  W O O D S, Chairm an 
B R U C E  B A R N U M  
J U D Y T U M O S A  
W O O D Y  A R G E R E O W
Cemetery Commissioners
R A N D A L L  B U R T  (1998)
JO H N  W H IT N E Y  (1999)
V E L M A  ID E  (2000)
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TO M  C O P E , Chairman 
A L E X  S U T H E R L A N D  
R A Y M O N D  PO O R  
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W IL L IA M  A S H  
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Board Meetings Date and Time
Selectm en M onday N ights 7:00 pm
Planning B oard 3rd W ednesday o f  M onth 7:00 pm
Z oning B oard 3rd Tuesday o f  M onth (as needed) 7:30 pm
Conservation  Com m ission L ast W ednesday o f  M onth 7:00 pm
L ibrary  Trustees F irst Tuesday o f  M onth 7:00 pm
Please note that if anyone is interested in serving on any of these boards, the Selectmen’s Office should 
be contacted.
BATH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Bath H istorical S ociety  m eets the last W ednesday o f  every  month. A ll are w elcom e to 
attend.
BATH PUBLIC LIBRARY HOURS




1:00 pm  
10:00 am 
1:00 pm  
9:00 am
7:00 pm  
12:00 noon 
5:00 pm  
12:00 noon
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RESULTS OF THE 1997 BATH WARRANT  
March 11,1997
The Annual M eeting of the Voters of the Town of Bath was held M arch 11, 1997 at the Bath 
V illage School. The M oderator, Thomas Rappa, called the m eeting to order at 7:00 PM . The 
Pledge of A llegiance was given. The M oderator explained the procedures that would be follow ed 
throughout the meeting. Lora Goss made the motion to waive the reading of the warrant, 
seconded by Robert Bradley. A  voice vote was taken and the ayes prevailed.
A R T IC L E  1: To choose a Town Clerk-Tax Collector for one year, a Treasurer for one year,
one Selectman for three years, one Trustee of the Trust Funds for three years, two Library 
Trustees for three years, one Cemetery Com missioner for three years and other necessary 
officers for the ensuing year.
TO W N  C L E R K -T A X  CO LLECTO R for ONE Y E A R :
Dianne Rappa nominated Beverly Woods, seconded by M ike Lusby. James Lackie made the 
motion to close the nominations and have the M oderator cast one ballot, seconded by H arry 
Lackie. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed. M oderator adm inistered the Oath of Office.
T R E A S U R E R  for ONE Y E A R :
Dianne Rappa nominated A lden Minot, seconded by John Lees. Dianne Rappa made the motion 
to close the nominations and have the Clerk cast one ballot, seconded by H arry Lackie. Motion 
carried as the ayes prevailed. M oderator adm inistered the Oath of Office.
SE L E C T M A N  for T H R E E  Y E A R S :
Judy Glover nominated W illiam  Minot, seconded by A rthur Cheney. Velm a Ide nominated 
Randall Burt, seconded by Robert Dean. A  paper ballot was taken with the follow ing results:
78 Votes Cast 
47 Votes for Randall Burt 
29 Votes for W illiam  Minot 
2 W rite in Votes
M oderator adm inistered the Oath of Office.
T R U S T E E  OF TH E TR U ST F U N D S for T H R E E  Y E A R S :
Alan Rutherford nominated Benjamin H arrington, seconded by Mike Lusby. A lden Minot 
m ade the motion to close the nominations and have the Clerk cast one ballot, seconded by 
H arry Lackie. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed. M oderator adm inistered the Oath of Office.
L IB R A R Y  T R U S T E E  for TH R E E  Y E A R S :
Karen H arrington nominated M ary Jane Diamond, seconded by Sylvia M cKean. Nancy Lusby 
made the motion to close the nominations and have the Clerk cast one ballot, seconded by 
Mike Lusby. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed. M oderator adm inistered the Oath of Office.
L IB R A R Y  T R U S T E E  for T H R E E  Y E A R S :
Karen Harrington nominated Diane LaFond, seconded by Sylvia M cKean. Nancy Lusby made 
the motion to close the nominations and have the Clerk cast one ballot, seconded by Mike 
Lusby. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed. M oderator adm inistered the Oath of Office.
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C E M E T E R Y  C O M M ISSIO N E R  for T H R E E  Y E A R S :
Randall Burt nominated Velm a Ide, seconded by Ernie Roy. Randall Burt made the motion 
to close the nominations and have the Clerk cast one ballot, seconded by Karen H arrington. 
Motion carried as the ayes prevailed. M oderator adm inistered the Oath o f Office.
A R T IC L E  2: To hear the reports of officers and agents heretofore chosen and to pass any
vote relating thereto.
W illiam  Minot made the motion to accept the reports of officers and agents as printed in 
the Town Report, seconded by Susan Rowley. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $411,147
which represents the operating budget. Said sum does not include special articles addressed. 
The Selectmen recom m end this appropriation.
Alan Rutherford made the motion that the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$411,147, which represents the operating budget. Seconded by E rnie Roy.
Debbie Fournier made the motion to amend the A rticle  to include $4,000 for 1/2 of the price 
of the purchase of a fire truck for the Bath Volunteer F ire Departm ent, seconded by Stephen 
Driscoll.
Stephen Driscoll explained that the present engine has had m ajor problem s. The truck they 
are looking at is in better shape and is an automatic transmission so that all can drive it. 
Ernie Roy asked if this question was brought up to the budget com m ittee and can it be assumed 
that the com mittee did not believe that the truck was needed. Randall Burt answered yes. 
Ernie Roay stated that the Town has spent quite a bit of money on the Fire Department 
lately and that we should live with what we have for now. Jerem y Lam arre com m ented that 
the new Station is no good without equipment. The truck comes with many extras and is 
in good shape. He also noted that the Fire Departm ent M em bers are w illing to pay for one- 
half of the $8,000  price tag.
W illiam  Minot com m ended the Fire Department for the job  they are doing, but feels that 
we should hold off. W ill a $8,000 truck be sufficient. Stephen Driscoll explained that it was 
offered at $8,000 because the person who owns it was the only one who bid on it. It is probably 
worth $35,000-40,000 with all the equipm ent on it. W illiam  M inot asked about the make, model 
and year. Steve Driscoll answered that it was a 1966 A m erican  LaFrance which was rebuilt 
in 1984. It has a 671 Detroit Diesel engine and is in mint condition.
Jim  Robinson feels it should be looked into in m ore depth. Steve Driscoll stated that there 
were color photos and list o f equipm ent available. M ary Jane Diam ond asked how they found 
out about it. Steve Driscoll explained that the man that bought it contacted them. He has 
donated used gear to the departm ent before. He sent a video. Ellen Bradley asked what the 
truck would be worth without the extras. Steve Driscoll estimated around $15,000. Dianne 
Rappa asked where the Fire Departm ent will get the money to contribute their 1/ 2 . Steve 
answered that they would do that through fund raisers. The departm ents fund has over $3,000 
now and with the turkey supper, they should be able to pay it o ff by the end of the year. 
Mike Poor stated that full detailed maintenance records are available. Joy H arden asked what 
we could get if we sold the old truck. Steve answered that he was not sure. E rnie Roy requested 
a paper ballot. The M oderator explained that a Y E S  vote would add the $4,000 to the budget 
and a NO vote would not.
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A  paper ballot was taken. The num ber of ballots cast and the num ber of voters checked off 
the checklist did not match. M oderator called for a second paper ballot with the follow ing 
results:
89 Votes Cast 
45 NO 
44 Y E S
Am endm ent to A rticle  defeated.
A  voice vote was taken on the original A rticle. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
A R T IC L E  4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00
for the Capital Reserve Fund for the acquisition of new road maintenance equipm ent as 
authorized in Chapter 35 of the New Ham pshire Revised Statutes Annotated. The Selectmen 
recom m end this appropriation.
W illiam  Minot made the motion to accept the A rticle  as printed, seconded by Jim Robinson. 
Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
A R T IC L E  5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000
for the Capital Reserve Fund for the future revaluation of the Town. The Selectmen recom m end 
this appropriation.
H arry Lackie made the motion to accept the A rticle  as printed, seconded by Ellen Bradley. 
Bryan Lang asked what this A rticle  was in relation to A rticle  8 . Alan Rutherford explained 
that there are really two parts to the Tow n’s tax records, the tax maps and the tax assessment 
cards with a total o f about $80,000-85,000 to update both parts. A rticle  8 addresses updating 
the assessment cards, but would like to continue putting money in the fund for the m apping 
in a few years. Arthur Cheney asked if the revaluation was required by law. Alan Rutherford 
responded that it is required by law and recom m ended that it be done every 10 years. Lora 
Goss asked if the Town would hire out. A lan Rutherford explained that we now have three 
prices, but will look into a little more, but it definitely would be hired out. Jim Robinson 
asked if the Town wanted $10,000 in this A rticle  and another $38,000 in A rticle  8 . Alan 
Rutherford explained that A rticle  8 is asking to take a portion of the funds out of the Capital 
Reserve for the revaluation. John Lees made the motion to move the question as there was 
no more discussion. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
A R T IC L E  6 : To see if the Town w ill vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000
for the Capital Reserve for the purpose of future construction or repair of the Sw iftw ater 
Covered Bridge. The Selectmen recom m end this appropriation.
W illiam  M inot made the motion to accept the A rticle  as printed, seconded by Stearns Morse. 
Jim  Robinson asked for a clarification on what repair or construction meant. Randall Burt 
explained that the State has recom m ended for the past few  years to barricade and close the 
bridge. There are three phases to the study, the first being to check the structure, the second 
to decide the options and the third to work with the State to get work done. Jim  Robinson 
noted that we already put in the pier and asked if the money was for engineering only. Randall 
stated that was true. W e need a study to see what options are and to go from  there. Also 
received a quote from  Mr. Graton of $176,000 for another band aid repair. Jim  Robinson 
stated that he did not see any reason to pay for studies. M ike Poor asked if it would be an 
option to replace the bridge, seeing its on the National Register. Randall Burt stated that
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they were not sure yet, that was why a study was needed. W illiam  M inot noted that we should 
not pay $40,000 for studies when Mr. Graton will repair it with 4 times that money. Randall 
Burt noted that Mr. Graton’s plan is a band aid plan not a perm anent solution. Dianne Rappa 
stated that the research of this project should have been done since the 1988 repairs. Research 
needs to be done before paying out any money. She suggested appointing a com m ittee to look 
into the alternatives. Tom Rappa rem inded all that this A rticle  was to put money into the 
Capital Reserve. Ernie Roy stated that he has no problem  with putting money in, but feels 
we do not need to spend the money for studies. James Lackie made the motion to’ move the 
question. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
A R T IC L E  7: To see if the Town will vote to raise the sum of $2,500 as a 25% local match
to secure a State Departm ent of Transportation match of 75% to begin im m ediate repairs 
to the H averhill-B ath  covered brid g e  (B y Petition). The Selectm en recom m end this 
appropriation.
Dianne Rappa made the motion to accept the A rticle  as printed, seconded by Bobby Dean. 
W illiam  M inot stated that the Town o f Bath owns 20% of the bridge and in years past the 
Town of Haverhill did not raise the monies needed to help with repairs. He is not in favor 
of motion. Mike Poor asked what the estimates were for the start o f construction on the new 
bridge. Not sure. Velm a Ide noted that she rem em bers votes in the past, but feels we should 
get on with the project. A  com m ittee has been w orking hard from  Bath and Haverhill, there 
are grants available and they w ill be applied for if the m atching funds are available. 
Recom m ends passing the A rticle. George Karner read part of a report from  the Committee 
noting that the Bath-Haverhill B ridge is oldest in N ew  H am pshire and is oldest docum ented 
Covered Bridge in the US. He also noted that Haverhill is voting to appropriate $5,000 towards 
this project. John Lees asked what type of repairs. Ann Joy stated that she is on that com m ittee 
and feels that prom otion with the 3 bridges together w ill benefit Bath as well as Haverhill. 
Ann stated that the im m ediate concerns of the com mittee are fire and vandalism and that 
the com m ittee is already speaking with people about these areas.
W illiam  M inot asked why H averhill is raising $5,000 when they own 80% of the bridge. Dave 
Stimson stated that the m iddle pier is the boundary line and both Towns own half. Ellen 
Bradley noted that Bath is noted for their 3 bridges. James Lackie stated that we should 
wait to see what happen with the new bridge. Alden M inot said that knowing the condition 
of the bridge, we should not wait. The bridge w ill still have to be maintained. Bryan Lang 
is in favor of the A rticle  as we still need to use the bridge. Ernie Roy noted that the com m ittee 
is doing a great job  in fund raising and we should support them. Mike Poor asked about 
the bridge structurally. George Karner answered that the State w ill give the amount of money 
it would take to tear down the bridge and rem ove it which should be about $50,000-$75,000.
A  voice vote was taken and the ayes prevailed. Motion carried.
A R T IC L E  8 : To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum not to exceed
$38,000 for the revaluation of the Town and authorize the withdrawal of this amount from  
the Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose. The Selectm en recom m end this 
appropriation.
Alan Rutherford made the motion that the Town authorize the Selectmen to w ithdraw  the 
sum not to exceed $38,000 for the revaluation o f the Town from  the Capital Reserve Fund 
for this purpose. Seconded by Randall Burt. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
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A R T IC L E  9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum not to exceed
$40,000 to begin work on the Swiftwater Bridge and authorize the withdrawal of these funds 
from  the Capital Reserve Fund established for this purpose. The Selectmen recom m end this 
appropriation.
Ellen Bradley made the motion to authorize the withdrawal from  the Capital Reserve Fund 
established for the construction or repair of the Swiftwater Covered Bridge of the sum not 
to exceed $40,000 to begin w ork on the Swiftwater Bridge. Seconded by B obby Dean. Mike 
Poor asked why we just didn ’t put out for estimates rather than engineering studies. Ernie 
Roy asked if we had these studies done when we did the V illage Bridge. Randall Burt stated 
that the estimate from  Mr. Graton would be good for only 5 years. Engineering studies are 
needed to get the State m atching funds. Actually saving money to go with outside firm  rather 
than State engineers. W illie M inot is not in favor of spending the money for studies. A  group 
of volunteers could do the research. Randall Burt explained that the first phase would cost 
$4500 and the second phase would cost $8000. W e don’t know what phase three w ill cost or 
if we w ill even get to it this year. E llen Bradley asked if anyone has gone through the National 
Register. Randall stated that it has not been done yet. M ary Jane Diamond asked what Phase 
I and II consisted of. Randall Burt explained that Phase I was the actual inspection of the 
bridge and Phase II was research into alternatives and recommendations. Alden Minot stated 
that he thought we should ask Mr. Graton for a price to restore permanently.
Dianne Rappa noted that everything being said tonight was the same as when the V illage 
B ridge was restored. She suggested the Selectmen appoint a com m ittee to look into it so 
townspeople can be fully inform ed. Aaron Solnit noted that people will give estimates for 
repairs now. Engineering firm s w ill give future outlook. Randall Burt noted that the Town 
has been told several times to close the bridge and the Selectmen are keeping it open. May 
not be able to do that if we have to wait another year. M r Graton’s estimate included engineering 
costs also. Need to start on project. Stearns Morse expressed concern about how the money 
would be spent and the intent of the Selectmen. Alan Rutherford noted that the Board would 
work with a com m ittee if they had volunteers. David Stimson noted that the Selectmen were 
not going to throw the money away and are looking at a better way to spend the Tow n’s 
money. Ellen Bradley w ithdrew  her motion, seconded by Bobby Dean.
W illiam  Minot made the motion the Town authorize the Selectmen to appoint a com m ittee 
of not less than 4 citizens to work with the Board to form ulate plans to renovate and/or refurbish 
the Swiftwater Covered Bridge and to bring a report to the townspeople in 6 months. Also 
to authorize the withdrawal of $5,000 from  the Capital Reserve for this purpose. Seconded 
by Steve Wohlleb.
Dave Stimson asked if in the m eantim e should the bridge be closed. W illie Minot answered 
that if the Selectmen have to. Caroline Lam arre asked if there would be a special m eeting 
when they came up with a figure. Tom  Rappa stated that there would have to be a m eeting 
to spend any further money. Melissa Robinson asked how dangerous was the bridge. Randall 
stated that the Town would be liable if som ething happened. Dave Stimson noted that the 
Town is taking a risk by keeping it opened. Jerem y Lam arre stated that we should close 
the bridge. Mike Poor spoke in favor of the com mittee. Susan Rowley made the motion to 
move the question. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town w ill vote to change from  Class V I to Class V  Public
Highway in Swiftwater, Bunga Road beginning at the Junction of Route 112 running eastward 
approxim ately two tenths o f a mile (By Petition).
W illiam  M inot made the motion to pass over A rticle  10, seconded by Ernie Roy. Jim  Robinson 
stated that it was very little to ask for the amount of taxes paid by the landowners. W ould 
like it graded 2 times a year and a few  loads of gravel. W illie M inot noted that it was either 
a Class V  of a Class VI. Every other time this has com e up in the past, it has been stated 
that the road must m eet Class V  standards before being taken over by the Town. Jim Robinson 
noted that it is being used as a public highway and that we are only talking about 2/ 10ths 
of a mile with no culverts. E rnie Roy stated that it is not the costs involved, but the principle. 
W e should not take back without requiring Class V  specs. James Lackie asked if it would 
increase the valuation o f the properties if the road was reclassified. M ike Poor noted that 
the same situation is in Deer Run A cres and the Town voted it down a few  years ago on 
those roads. Steve W ohlleb stated that we should not take over. Jim  Robinson noted that Bunga 
Road used to go to Deer Run Acres. John Lees asked where the road crew  would turn around 
the equipm ent with the road only being 12 feet wide. Jim Robinson noted that R eggie Smith 
m ade a turn around. Jerem y Lam arre asked how many residents lived on the road. Alan 
R utherford stated that there were 2 houses and 2 camps. Jerem y Lam arre noted that if  the 
fire equipm ent had to get out there, the road crew  could go out there in the case of em ergency. 
James Lackie asked if it would include plowing. John Lees answered that a Class V  road 
has to be maintained including all maintenance due to liability. Jackie Hamel stated that 
Deer Run A cres was different because the residents were guaranteed plowing. Dave Stimson 
noted that the road should be brought up to Class V  specs before Town takes over. W e shouldn’t 
ask the Townspeople to pay for that. W illie M inot noted that it becam e a Class V I road because 
Reggie Smith fought for that several years ago. Jim Robinson asked if the landowners were 
solely responsible for anything that happens on that road. John Lees answered that a Class 
V I road is an unmaintained Town right of way, pass at your own risk. A  voice vote was 
taken on the motion to pass over the Article. Motion carried as the ayes prevailed.
ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of R SA  202-A:4-d
authorizing the L ibrary Trustees to accept gifts o f personal property, other than money, which 
may be offered to the Library for any public purpose, provided, however, that no acceptance 
of personal property by the Library Trustees shall be deemed to bind the Town or the Library 
Trustees to raise, appropriate or expend any public funds for the operation, maintenance repair 
or replacem ent of such personal property.
Ernie Roy made the motion to accept the A rticle  as printed, seconded by H arry Lackie. Motion 
carried as the ayes prevailed.
A R T IC L E  12: To transact any other business that may legally com e before this meeting.
Lisa Driscoll-Rodim an asked how the 911 was com ing. Alan stated that we are still w aiting 
for the maps.
Ernie Roy made the motion to adjourn, seconded by W illie Minot. Motion carried as the ayes 
prevailed. Adjourned 10:00 PM.
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RESULTS OF THE BATH  
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
December 9,1997
The Special Town M eeting of the Voters of the Town of Bath was held D ecem ber 9, 1997 
at the Bath V illage School. The M oderator, Thomas Rappa, called the m eeting to order at 
7:00 pm. The pledge of allegiance was given. The M oderator explained the procedures that 
would be followed throughout the meeting.
A R T IC L E  1: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $51,000 for engineering
work on the Swiftwater Covered B ridge. Of this amount; $35,000 to be w ithdrawn from  the 
Capital Reserve Fund for this purpose and the rem aining $1.6,000 to be raised through taxes. 
This will be a non-lapsing warrant Article. The Selectmen do not recom m end this appropriation.
Aaron Solnit moved that the Town vote to accept the motion as written; Dianne Rappa seconded. 
Alan Rutherford spoke regarding why the Selectmen did not recom m end this Article. They 
did not want to prejudice voters in either direction, but rather wanted them to make their 
own decision. The Selectmen thanked the Bridge Committee for their work and turned the 
m eeting over to them for explanation of the Article.
Dianne Rappa spoke on behalf of the B ridge Committee, and offered a b rief history of the 
Sw iftw ater Covered Bridge. Engineer Bob Durkee was introduced, and structural engineer 
Shawn James.
Mr. Durkee spoke of the problem s they had found with the bridge. He also addressed funding 
sources. The M unicipal Bridge A id program  is the best source; they pay 80%, Town pays 
20% as long as all necessary requirem ents of the process are met. It was also noted that because 
State funds are used, and not Federal, the Town has total autonomy in terms of historical 
accuracy.
Bob Blanchard asked if there is any question that the bridge w ill be able to meet the 6 Ton 
limit. Mr. Durkee responded that deck and floor beams must be strengthened and upgraded. 
Dianne Rappa noted that the State w ill only reim burse the 80% if we bring  the bridge up 
to 6 Ton.
Elise Morse-Gagne asked if the bridge would still be eligible for the historical register with 
renovations, and how long would the renovations last. Mr. Durkee responded that the bridge 
would still be eligible for the historical register as long as there were no significant structure 
changes. In terms of how long the renovation would last, he estimated up to 50 years, if it 
is kept water tight and heavy vehicles travel were kept to a minim um .
Judy Tumosa questioned if abutments would have to be replaced from  dam age due to high 
waters. Mr. Durkee stated that they would need repair, but not replacement.
Raym ond Martel asked how many homes would be im pacted if the bridge were not kept open. 
Dianne Rappa stated forty-two. Mr. M artel asked how much hardship this would cause. Randall 
Burt spoke of the fact that many people use the bridge, not just residents of the forty-two 
homes, and that it is also used for em ergency vehicles. Rebecca Summ ers of the Swiftwater 
General Store also noted the use of the bridge by many people, not just residents. Dr. Loren 
Solnit noted that when the roads are bad, the bridge is sometimes the only way out. John 
Lees noted that when the b ig  town trucks are empty, they weigh 8 ton.
Dan Kenney spoke of the effect the bridges in Town have on tourism in the area. Phil Gaughan
10
agreed, and showed a copy of a hardcover book on covered bridges that showed the Swiftwater 
Bridge on the cover.
Harry Lackie asked if the bridge could be rehabilitated without work on the arches; what 
would hold it up. Mr. Durkee responded that the trusses would hold it up. The bridge was 
originally built with the Palleford trusses, and no arches. The arches were added later as 
an alternative to rebuilding the piers. If the piers are rebuilt, the arches should not be needed. 
David Lang asked how much w eight would concrete/steel beams carry, and how long would 
they last. Mr. Durkee said they would carry 25 Ton, and would last approxim ately 50 years. 
Gary Peters asked if the I-Beam could be extended and the bridge could be set on iron. Mr. 
Durkee responded that the present I-Beam does not have enough depth, but that could be 
one way to solve the problem . Mr, Peters asked if this wouldn ’t be less expensive. Mr. Durkee 
stated that this is an option that could be investigated in the engineering study.
John Lees asked if using 4 or 5 beams would increase the strength o f the bridge to hold 
up to 12 Ton. Mr. Durkee said not, it will not solve the floor system problem . Mr. James 
also noted that steel beams will require some maintenance (painting). Gary Peters noted that 
the State has a process where the steel is sealed, not painted. Mr. James said this process 
cannot be used in high moisture areas. Mr. Peters also asked if the Selectmen have considered 
upgrading Plain Road enough so that the bridge could be bypassed. Alan Rutherford responded 
that this could be considered, but has not been investigated. Mr. Durkee also noted that there 
are no reim bursem ent funds available for the road w ork as there would be for the bridge 
work.
Phil Gaughan asked what the $51,000 would buy; Mr. Durkee explained. Mr. Gaughan asked 
if actual quotes for materials had been solicited, or were the figures just an estimate. Mr. 
Durkee responded that they do not solicit quotes, but keep a log of material prices from  all 
of their jobs. Mr. Karner asked if they were the only com pany b idding on the job. Mr. Durkee 
stated that they are not bidding, they have already been selected. Dr. Aaron Solnit explained 
the process of selecting an engineer, noting that the only way the Town would be eligible 
for the 80/6 reim bursem ent is by follow ing this process. Ernie Roy stated that from  the handout 
he had, it sounded like all the repairs must be done in order to obtain reim bursem ent. Mr. 
Durkee noted that even if the lo w n  only goes through the engineering study, with no repairs 
done, they are still eligible for the 80% reim bursem ent of the study. Randall Burt noted that 
the Town is only going to have to pay $12,000 for the study, and $40,000 has already been 
raised.
M oderator Thomas Rappa asked Mr. Durkee about selecting contractors for the job. Mr. Durkee 
stated that the Town can select its own contractors, but encouraged pre-qualifying selected 
firm s in order to obtain those people most experienced in w orking on covered bridges.
Peter Oleander asked how long the bridge would last if nothing is done. Mr. Durkee said 
there are already severe problem s, which he anticipates would becom e worse within a year. 
Bob Blanchard asked what w ill determine if arches are needed. Mr. Durkee stated that they 
would do an analysis. Mr. Oleander also asked what the Town is doing to be sure that overw eight 
vehicles are not using the bridge. Dianne Rappa stated that the rule should be enforced and 
fines assessed. Selectman, Alan Rutherford stated that the Selectmen have discussed the option 
of low ering the opening to the bridge so that only passenger cars can get through, but were 
concerned about pickup trucks.
A  paper ballot was called for. There were 75 voters present. Results yielded 64 yes, 11 no, 
for A rticle  1. The A rticle  passed as written.
The engineers and Bridge Committee were again thanked for their time and efforts. There 
was no other business, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:22  pm.
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TOWN OF BATH 
TOWN MEETING WARRANT
To the Inhabitants o f  the Town o f  Bath qualified to vote  on Town A ffairs. You are notified to 
m eet at the Bath V illage School Cafetorium  on Tuesday, M arch  10,1998 at seven o ’clock  in the 
evening to act upon the follow ing subjects:
A R T IC L E  1. To choose a M od erator fo r  tw o years, a Town C lerk-Tax C ollector fo r  one year, a 
Treasurer for one year, one Selectm an for three years, one Selectm an for two years, one Trustee 
o f  the Trust Funds fo r  three years, one Supervisor o f  the Checklist fo r  six years, one L ibrary  
Trustee for  three years, one C em etery  C om m issioner fo r  three years and other necessary 
officers fo r  the ensuing year.
A R T IC L E  2. To hear the reports o f  officers and agents heretofore chosen and to pass any vote 
relating thereto.
A R T IC L E  3. To see if  the Town will vote  to raise and appropriate the sum o f  $673,000 fo r  the 
rehabilitation and extraordinary repair o f  the Sw iftw ater C overed  B ridge and to authorize the 
Selectm en to borrow  said funds under the M unicipal Finance A ct (o f  which 80%, $538,400 will 
be reim bursed b y  the N H D O T  and the rem aining 20%  to be funded b y  the Town) and to issue 
and negotiate such notes and to accept and expend any donations or other funds available for 
the project. The Selectm en recom m end this appropriation. (2/3 ballot vote  requ ired)
A R T IC L E  4. To see if  the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum o f  $95,000 for m ajor 
road repairs in Bath and to  authorize the issuance o f  notes o f  $95,000 and to authorize the 
B oard o f  Selectm en to issue and negotiate such notes and to determ ine the rate o f  interest 
thereon. The Selectm en recom m end this appropriation. (2/3 ballot vote  requ ired)
A R T IC L E  5. To see if  the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum o f  $414,990 which 
represents the operating budget. Said sum does not include special articles addressed. The 
Selectm en recom m end this appropriation.
A R T IC L E  6. To see if  the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum o f  $10,000 fo r  the 
Capital R eserve  Fund fo r  the acquisition o f  new  road m aintenance equipm ent as authorized in 
C hapter 35 o f  the N ew  H am pshire R evised Statutes Annotated. The Selectm en recom m end 
this appropriation.
A R T IC L E  7. To see if  the Town will vote  to raise and appropriate the sum o f  $10,000 for  the 
Capital R eserve Fund fo r  the future revaluation o f  the town. The Selectm en recom m end this 
appropriation.
A R T IC L E  8. To see if the Town will vote to change the purpose o f  the future revaluation o f  the 
town Capital R eserve  Fund to the future revaluation and m apping o f  the tow n Capital R eserve 
Fund.
A R T IC L E  9. To see if  the Town will vote in favor o f  the adoption o f  Am endm ent # 1  as proposed 
b y  the Planning B oard fo r  the Town Z on in g O rdinance as follow s:
S ection  V I I I  D . T ype o f  L an d  U se  - to  a llow  In d u stria l land use b y  “ specia l 
exception” in the V illage/Business D istricts. (C hange the ‘X ’ to an S in the table on 
page 9) (B y  Ballot)
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ARTICLE 10. To see if  the Town will vote to change the hour at w hich polls shall open  from  8 
o ’clock  in the m orning to a tim e not later than 11 o ’clock  in the m orning.
ARTICLE 11. To see if  the Town will petition the General C ourt fo r  legislation to allow Towns 
to have the option o f  holding their Annual Town M eeting on either the second Tuesday or  the 
follow ing Saturday in M arch.
ARTICLE 12. To transact any other business that m ay legally com e before  this m eeting.
B oard o f  Selectm en
R. Alan R utherford  




A nyone w ishing to read the A uditor ’s R eport, it w ill be on file in the Selectm en ’s Office.
Selectm en, Town o f  Bath
SELECTMEN’S REPORT
The B oard had an active year. U nfortunately, Randall B urt resigned  his position as Select­
man in Septem ber and Dianna A sh w as appointed to fill his position. Thank you  to Randall fo r  
his years o f  service to the town.
A  Special Town M eeting  was held in D ecem ber regard ing  the Sw iftw ater C overed  B ridge. 
The tow nspeople voted  to p roceed  w ith the engineering study in hopes o f  repairs being  m ade 
in 1998. Thank you  to all B ridge Com m ittee m em bers w ho w orked  so hard on this project.
The Selectm en ’s O ffice floor was redone this year and a new  r o o f  was put on the shed used 
b y  the H ighw ay D epartm ent. A lso, a w arning light was added in case the furnace goes off.
A rrangem ents w ere  m ade to have the A m erican  L eg ion  m ark and flag the veterans at the 
P ettyboro Cem etery. This was previously done b y  a group in L isbon , but has not been  done for 
a few  years.
The 911 m aps are still a “ w ork  in p rogress” . H opefully  it will be com pleted in 1998. One 
vital record  book  w as refurbished this year. It cam e out great! W e are hoping to have the 
com plete set done in 1998. A ll books w ere m icrofilm ed.
T he reappraisal o f  the tow n is underw ay and will be com plete fo r  the 1998 tax bills. Your 
cooperation  w ith appraisers w ould be appreciated.
I f  anyone is in terested in serving on any o f  the B oards in town, please let us know.
B oard  o f  Selectm en
R. Alan R utherford  
D avid G. Stimson 
Dianna Ash
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TOWN CLERK S REPORT
Year Ending December 31,1997
Receipts
Autom obile Permits 1198 $87,652.00
Autom obile Title Fees 162 324.00
Copies - Lost Registrations 10 30.00
Dog Licenses 271 1,869.00
D og Penalties 31 34.00
D og Fines 4 100.00
Copy M achine 26.90
Town Histories 39 319.00
U CC’S F orm s/R ecording 39 535.00
Postage 5.32
M arriage Licenses 5 225.00
Vital Records/R esearch/Copies 12 139.00
Dredge Applications 2 20.00
B ridge Pictures 3 3.00
IN SF Check Charges 2 40.00
Copies/Assessor Cards 7 7.00
Receipts $91,329.22
Paid to Treasurer $91,329.22
Respectfully,
Beverly K. Woods, Town Clerk
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BALANCE SHEET
A SSE T S
Cash:
In Hands of Treasurer 
N H PD IP
Capital Reserve Funds: 
H ighw ay Equipm ent 
Swiftwater B ridge 
Revaluation
















Land Use Change 2,500.00
Y ield  & Doom age 3,535.75 130,572,12
TO T A L  A S S E T S  $755,665.69
LIA B IL IT IE S
Accounts Owed by Town:
School District $523,440.00
From  Capital Reserve 73,000.00
Highway Capital Reserve 25,905.45
Swiftwater B ridge Capital Reserve 35,543.85
Revaluation Fund Capital Reserve 60,569.33
T O T A L  L IA B IL IT IE S  $718,458.63
Current Surplus __ 37,207.06
G R A N D  T O T A L  $755,665.69
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3120 Land Use Change Taxes 
3180 Resident Taxes
3185 Yield Taxes
3186 Payment In Lieu of Taxes
3189 Other Taxes - W oodsville Dam




















Licenses, Permits and Fees:
3220 Motor Vehicle Perm it Fees 









3352 Meals & Rooms Tax Distribution
3353 Highway Block Grant
3356 State & Federal Forest Land 
Reim bursem ent

















3401-3406 Incom e From  Departments 








3501 Sale of M unicipal Property
3502 Interest on Investments 










Interfund Operating Transfers In:
3914 W ater
3915 Capital Reserve Fund










Other F inancing Sources: 
3934 Proc. from  Long Term  
Bonds & Notes -0- -0 - 95,000.00
Fund Balance (“ Surplus” ) to 
Reduce Taxes 28,452.00 28,452.00 -0-
T O T A L  R E V E N U E S  A N D  C R E D ITS $468,065.00 $399,382.00 $438,563.00
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4140-4149 Election, Registration &
Vital Statistics
4150-4151 Financial Adm inistration
4152 Revaluation of Property
4153 Legal Expense
4155-4159 Personnel Adm inistration 
4191-4193 Planning and Zoning
4194 General Government Building
4195 Cemeteries
4196 Insurance
4197 A dvertising & Regional Assoc.
Public Safety:
4210-4214 Police 
4215-4219 Am bulance 
4220-4229 Fire 
4240-4249 Building Inspection 
4290-4298 E m ergency Mgt.
4299 Other Public Safety 
(including Communications)
H ighways and Streets:
4311-4312 Adm in., H ighways & Streets
4313 Bridges
4316 Street Lighting
4319 Highway Departm ent Building
Sanitation:
4321-4323 Adm in. & Solid 
Waste Collection
W ater Distribution and Treatment: 
4331-4332 Adm in. & W ater Services
Health:
4411-4414 Adm in. & Pest Control 
4415-4419 Health Agencies & Hospitals
W elfare:
4441-4442 Adm in. & D irect Assistance
Estimated Actual Estim ated
1997 1997 1998
$ 27,500.00 $ 26,666.00 $ 28,450.00





1,250.00 419.00 1 ,000.00

















































4711 Princ. - Long-Term  Bonds & Notes 
4721 Interest Long-Term  Bonds & Notes 
4723 Interest on T A N
Capital Outlay:
4909 Im provem ents Other Than Bldgs.
Operating Transfers Out:
4915 To Capital Reserve Fund
T O T A L  A P P R O P R IA T IO N S
BU D G E T SU M M A R Y
Subtotal 1 Recom mended 
Subtotal 2 Special W arrant Articles
Appropriations Recom m ended
Less: Am ount of Estim ated Revenues 
and Credits

















COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS and
Executive
Election, Registration, Etc.
Financial Adm inistration 
Revaluation of Property 
Legal Expense 
Personnel Adm inistration 














Highway Departm ent Building
Solid Waste
W ater
Anim al Control 
Health and Hospitals 
D irect Assistance 




Principal of Long Term  Bonds/Notes
Interest of Long Term  Bonds/Notes
Interest - TA N
Capital Outlay
Capital Reserve







































EXPENDITURES, Fiscal Year Ended December 31,1997
U nexpended
Total Expenditures Balances
$ 27,500.00 $ 26,666.00 $ 834.00











8 ,000.00 6,912.00 1,088.00
27,501.00 18,658.00 8,843.00
690.00 -0- 690.00




6 ,200.00 6,078.00 122.00
8 ,000.00 6,969.00 1,031.00
500.00 -0- 500.00



















SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $ 128,900.00
Furniture and Equipm ent 2 0 ,000.00
Libraries, Furniture and Equipm ent 16,500.00
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings 185,350.00
Equipm ent 122 ,100.00
H ighw ay Department, Lands and Buildings 48,450.00
E quipm ent 145,000.00
Tools and Supplies 2 0 ,000.00
Parks, Commons and Playground 8,350.00
Schools, Lands and Buildings, Equipm ent 1 ,00 0 ,000.00
Town Forest 41,300.00
TO T A L $1,735,950.00
Land













Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1997
D E B ITS
1997 1996 1995
Uncollected Taxes




Taxes Com mitted This Year: 
Property Taxes #3110 
Resident Taxes #3180 
Land Use Change #3120 
























CR E D ITS




Land Use Change 









































U ncollected Taxes 
End of Y ear #1080:
Property Taxes 123,406.37
Resident Taxes 1,130.00 180.00 70.00
Land Use Change 2,500.00
Y ield  Taxes 3,535.75 ___________  _______
T O T A L  C R E D ITS $1,241,740.30 $156,719.75 $320.00
SUMMARY OF TAX SALE/TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
Fiscal Year Ended December 31,1997
D E B ITS
1996 1995 1994
Unredeem ed Liens 
Balance at Beg: o f Fiscal Year:
Liens Executed 
During Fiscal Year
Interest & Costs 
Coll. A fter Lien Execution
TO T A L  D E B ITS
Rem ittance To Treasurer: 
Redem ptions
Interest/Costs
A fter Lien Execution #3190 
Adjustments
Abatem ents of Unredeem ed Taxes
Unredeem ed Liens 



























R E C E IP T S
Cash on Hand, January 1 , 1997
Received from  Beverly Woods, Tax Collector:
Property Tax, 1998 $ 276.92
Property Tax, 1997 1,076,645.03
Property Tax, 1996 74,661.95
Property Tax, Interest 6,297.12
Property Tax Costs & Fees 121.00
Property Tax Credit 544.14
Property Tax Overpayment 4.74
Yield Tax, 1997 16,527.89
Yield Tax, Previous Years 188.46
Y ield Tax, Interest 107.23
Resident Tax, 1997 4,510.00
Resident Tax, 1996 770.00
Resident Tax, 1995 160.00
Resident Tax, Prev. Yrs. 50.00
Resident Tax, Penalties 111.00
Land Use Change Tax 6,114.30
Land Use Change Interest 215.60
Land Use Change, Costs & Fees 259.00
Redemptions 104,515.21
Redemption, Interest o f Sale 22,285.13
Redemption, Costs & Fees 513.00
Register of Deeds 222.00
M ortgage Notices 535.00
Insufficient Funds Check Charges 50.00
Overpayment, 1998 1.23
Bank E rror 33
Tax Sale, Property 65,919.70
Tax Sale, Interest 6,152.46
Tax Sale, Y ield 730.90
Tax Sale, Y ield  Interest 123.89
Tax Sale, Costs & Fees 1,948.50
Received from  Beverly Woods, Town Clerk:
M otor Vehicle Perm its 87,652.00
D og Licenses 1,869.00
Auto Title Fees 324.00
U.C.C. Fees 535.32
D og License Penalties 34.00
D og Fines 100.00
Sale of Town Histories 319.00
M arriage Licenses 225.00
Vital Statistics 139.00









Sale of Bridge Pictures 3.00
.eceived from  State Treasurer:
H ighway Block Grant 66,895.13
Supp. H ighway Block Grant 4,444.77
Revenue Sharing Distribution 18,301.34
Rooms & Meals Tax 8,640.62
Railroad Tax 5,045.29
Reim bursement, H ighway Dept. 1,421.00
Fire Perm its 282.63
Fire W arden ’s M eeting 18.56
Town Forest 47.22
Miscellaneous:
H ydro Tax 85,681.67
Post O ffice Rent 3,475.00
Transferred from  Bath V illage W ater 3,000.31
Interest Earned on Invested Funds 6,070.14
Interest on Checking A ccount 2,226.36
Refund: Insurance Prem ium s & Investment Income 3,730.35
Income from  Trust Funds 1,211.14
Donation: Bath Historical Society 882.50
Cem etery Lots 600.00
Planning Board 474.00
Refund: W elfare Disbursements 423.81
Building Permits 405.00
Highway Dept., Sale of M aterials 483.29
Town Hall Rent 275.00
Refund: Insurance Contributions 152.75
Insurance Dividend 149.58
Commission on Pay Phone 93.30
Pistol Permits 60.00
Zoning Permits 35.00
Use of Copier 25.40
Outstanding Checks Voided 20.00
Reim bursement, W ater Sam ple 20.00
Fire Extinguishers, Post O ffice 16.00
Current Use Applications 12.00
Appraisal Cards 10.55
Bank Deposit Correction & E rrors 5.82
Zoning Ordinances 2.00
Sale of Tax Map 2.00







P A Y M E N T S
Selectmen’s Orders Paid $1,593,570.29 $1,593,570.29
Monies Invested in New Ham pshire Investment Pool 380,000.00
Fleet Bank, Checking Balance 4g 250  58
$2,021,820.87
Respectfully submitted,





Elections & Registrations 17,404.92
Financial Adm inistration 10 803.62
Revaluation of Property 5 g85 50
Legal Expense 1,310.04
Personnel Adm inistration 8,301.26
Planning and Zoning 418.90
General Government Building 9,229.55
Cemeteries 7 104.54
Insurance 16,436.00
A dvertising and Regional Assoc. 500.00
Total General G overnm ent' $ 103,860 26
Public Safety:
Police Departm ent 944.24
Am bulance 6,912.50
Fire Department 18,658.44
Total Public Safety 26 515 18
Highways and Streets:
Highways and Streets 172,205.92
Street Lighting 6,078.11
Highway - Garage 6,969.18
Bridges 5,886.91
Total Highways and Streets 191,140.12
27
W ater Distribution: 
W ater Services 4,649.11
Health:
Anim al Control 717.20
Health A gencies and Hospitals 2,622.00
Total Health
Public W elfare - General Assistance
Culture and Recreation:
Parks and Recreation 
Library
Patriotic Purposes 
Total Culture and Recreation 
Conservation Commission 
Debt Service:
Principal Long Term  Bonds 26,000.00






Capital Im provem ent 
Unclassified:
Taxes Bought by Town 74,875.45
Discounts and Abatem ents 1,175.77
Total Unclassified
Payments to Other Government Divisions:
County/State 83,994.00
School D istrict 1,008,889.00
Total To Other Government Divisions












DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
1. E X E C U T IV E
Pam ela Murphy $ 14,760.89
Fleet Bank 3,642.36






W illiam  Englert 230.87
Thomas Rappa 161.61
ELE C TIO N S A N D  R E G IST R A TIO N
Beverly Woods 11,735.00





3. F IN A N C IA L  A D M IN IST R A T IO N
Francis J. Dineen Co. 3,000.00
Harrison Publishing 1,400.00
U SPS/B ath  Post Office 1,191.20
Joseph J. Marotti Co. 765.00
Business M anagement Systems 593.60
N Y N E X /B ell Atlantic 543.58
Pam ela M urphy 469.38
Quill Corporation 372.82
M ichie 343.45
Trust Funds Payments -1996 340.37
V T  A gency of Adm inistration 320.00
C .P.I./Town Hall Press 300.70
GBF Inform ation Systems 289.67
Register of Deeds 279.71
Tuck Press 172.00
Ross Business Center 106.05
Stark and Sons M achining 91.84
Robert Rutherford 75.00
W illiam  E nglert 48.52
Aaron Solnit 20.00
N.H. Association of Assessing Officials 20.00
N.H. Town Clerk’s Association 20.00
N.H. Tax Collector’s Association 15.00






R E V A L U A T IO N  OF P R O P E R T Y  
Avitar Associates
LE G A L  E X P E N S E S
Van Dorn & Cullenberg 1,099.17
M itchell & Bates 117.12
Samaha & Vaughan 93.75
P E R S O N N E L  A D M IN IST R A T IO N
Fleet Bank 8,104.46
N H U CF 196.80
. P L A N N IN G  A N D  ZON IN G
Tuck Press 172.00
Register of Deeds 120.00
Bath Post Office 56.00
Nancy Lusby 38.75
Susan Rowley 17.15
N H M A 15.00
G E N E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  B U ILD IN G





R & M Excavating 253.11
Jim  Hann 196.90
Lyndonville O ffice Equipm ent 124.30
F og g ’s True Value 71.64
Fleet Bank 67.05
Conn. Valley Carpentry 65.00
Phyllis Lang 50.00




M erriam  Graves 16.00
N orab Services 6.50
). C E M E T E R IE S
Gary Youngm an 5,529.54
Fairlee Monument 1 ,000.00
J. Cavanaugh & Son 375.00
Mr. & Mrs. E dw ard Tivey 200.00
10. IN SU R A N C E
N H M A  Property Liability Trust 8,935.00









11. R E G IO N A L  A SSO C IA TIO N S 
N H M A
12 . POLICE D E P A R T M E N T  
A rthur Joy, Jr. 461.75
Ossipee Mountain E lectronics 405.24
W alter E. Jock Oil 39.00
Fleet Bank gg 25
13. A M B U L A N C E  
W oodsville Rescue Am bulance
14. FIR E  D E P A R T M E N T
North Country Fire Resources 3,576.14
Bly Com munications 2,277.35
W alter E. Jock Oil 2,024.41
Grafton County Sheriff 1,320.00
B & R Diesel Repair 1,300.00
CVEC 1,005.48
W ayne M cDanolds 952.00
Town of Haverhill 815.94
K & T Environm ental 675.00
Bond Auto 66 6 .33
Dave’s Auto Repair 640.76
Fire Permits 1996 565.25
Fire Permits 1997 500.00
W oodsville Rescue 480.00
Twin State A id Fire Association 467.78
N Y N E X /B ell Atlantic 380.69
Bergeron Assoc. 329.00
B ixby ’s Auto 219.36
National F ire Protection 108.35
Lisbon Chevrolet/Geo 95.00
Inland Divers 65.00
M erriam -Graves 60.00
N H -D E S W etlands Board 50.00
Debra Fournier 37.11
H ood’s Plum bing 34.47
Pamela M urphy 13.02
15. TOW N  CR E W  S A L A R IE S  
John Lees 20,417.70
H erbert Cham berlain, Jr. 17,199.92
James Frost 16,508.50
Fleet Bank 12,780.67







16. HIGHWAYS AND STREETS
Bigelow  Paving 35,881.65
W alter E. Jock Oil 7,620.26
Donald Beattie 6,450.00
Granite State Minerals 5,097.33
Randy W hitcher 3,850.00
Home ICU 3,249.00
Blaktop, Inc. 2,267.55
W alter Young 1,900.00
A.D . Sanel 1,879.18
John Lees 1,800.00
W illiam  Presby 1,800.00
Northern States Tire 1,681.22
NH Mun. Truck Equipm ent 1,670.50
Glen Houston 1,500.00
L.R. B ixby Crushing 1,500.00
ATCO M anufacturing 1,463.70
Grappone Industrial 1,463.54
Reynold & Son 1,416.18




Transit Truck Repair 835.41
Prescision Lubricants 801.30
Beauregard Equipm ent 800.00
Howard P. Fairfield 763.77
Lisbon Chevrolet Geo 459.72
Tilcon-W hitcom b 445.90
J & B International 371.07
R A K  Industries 347.59
M anchester Mack 316.83
W .B. & R.L. Martin 295.32
GMS Hydraulics 282.44
E .T. & H.K. Ide, Inc. 280.60
Shur Auto 258.89
Treasurer, State of NH 246.81
Fadden Autom otive 212.90
Randall Burt 208.00
A tlantic Plow 187.50
Pinpoint 179.00
Seven Falcon, Inc. 168.34
W ells River Clinic 156.00
Farm  Plan 149.55
Bond Auto 124.88
M erriam -Graves 120.30
Texas Refinery, Corp. 97.65
Huntington A gw ay 83.88
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Pam ela M urphy 78.74
Tuck Press 75.00
Sosmetal Products 61.63
Ossipee Mountain E lectronic 55.57
Liberty International 54.82
Claremont Chemicals 52.81
Fisher Auto Parts 41.91
F og g ’s True Value 25.13
NH Good Roads Assoc. 25.00
Central Supply 22.31
Brick Store 15.98
E-Z Steel Fabrication 8.75
Arthur W hitcom b 8.02
17. S T R E E T  LIG H TIN G  
CVEC 4,513.07
W oodsville W ater & Light 1,565.04
18. H IG H W A Y  G A RAG E 
W alter E. Jock Oil 4,428.58
C V E C  1,614.10
N Y N E X /B ell Atlantic 412.82
Casella Waste M anagement 374.39
Jim  Hann 84.14
F og g ’s True Value 55.15
19. BRID G ES
Hoyle Tanner & Associates 5,000.00
Poulson Lum ber 453.33
W allace Stimson 367.50
F og g ’s True Value 66.08
2 0 . W A T E R  SE R V IC E S 
W oodsville W ater & Light 1,108.80
Gustavo Preston Com pany 1,029.61
Dept, o f Environm ental Services 944.00
Bath V illage W ater 540.00
W elch ’s W ater Service 350.00
R & M E xcavating 295.26
W illiam  E nglert 230.88
N.E. Rural W ater Association 100.00
Fleet Bank 38.24
Register of Deeds 12.32
21 . A N IM A L  CON TROL 
W illiam  E nglert 553.53
Frederick  E rb  90.00









22. H E A L T H  A N D  H O SPITA LS 
North Country Home Health 1,952.00
Hospice of Littleton 470.00
Littleton Hospital 200.00
23. G E N E R A L  A SSIS T A N C E
CVEC 1,790.62
Senior Citizen Council 500.00
W ells River Savings 420.16
Com munity Action Program 400.00




24. R E C R E A T IO N  A N D  P A R K S
Keith’s II Sporting Goods 228.00
Green Mountain M onogram 147.00
Connecticut Valley Little League 125.00
North Country Y M C A 100.00
M ichael W oods 60.00
25. L IB R A R Y




26. PATRIO TIC 
Ross W ood Post 20 - A m erican  Legion
27. C O N SE R V A T IO N  COM M ISSION 
Twin Rivers Recycling 103.00
Tuck Press 25.00
NH Fish & Game 8.95
28. PR IN C IPLE  - LONG TE R M  BONDS 
Fleet Bank 20,000.00
W oodsville Guaranty Savings 6,000.00
29. IN T E R E S T  - LONG TE R M  BONDS 
Fleet Bank 5,139.25
State Street Bank &  Trust 4,355.50
W oodsville Guaranty Savings 3,780.00
30. C A P IT A L  R E S E R V E  











31. C A P IT A L  IM P R O V E M E N T S 
Haverhill/Bath B ridge Committee 2,500.00
32. T A X E S  BOU GH T B Y  TOW N  
Beverly Woods, Tax Collector
33. A B A T E M E N T S /R E F U N D S
Ruth Keddy 626.48
Paul D arling 443.76
Rebecca Roy yg qq
M ichael Grabowski qq
Aaron Solnit 7 yg
Joseph Ardolino 5 gQ
34. ST A TE  & CO U N TY 
Grafton County Treasurer
35. SCHOOL D ISTR ICT 
Bath School District







REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS 
December 31,1997
IN C O M E
Interest o f  D eposits 
D IS B U R S E M E N T S
Bath V illage School $ 51.39
Bath C ongregational Church 253.15
Bath Village L ib ra ry  5.86
Bath C overed  B rid ge 14.48
Bath C em etery  C are  779.61
T O T A L  D IS B U R S E M E N T S
Capital R eserve Fund - R oad M aintenance E quipm ent 
Balance D ecem ber 31 ,1997
Capital R eserve  Fund - Revaluation 
Balance D ecem ber 31 ,1997
Includes $38,000 approved M arch 1997 to spend.
N ot w ithdraw n as o f  D ecem ber 31,1997.
Capital R eserve  Fund - B ridge
Balance D ecem ber 31 ,1997 
(Sw iftw ater - C overed )
Includes $35,000 approved D ecem ber 1997 to spend. 







BATH HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND
Balance on hand, January 1,1997 7 x3 53
Interest Earned 594  gg
Balance on hand, D ecem ber 31,1997 ^ 7  3 x3 23
VILLAGE WATER ACCOUNT
Balance on Hand, January 1, 1997 $26 526 53
W ater Rents Collected D uring Y ear 7 475 00
Interest Earned
Total Am ount Available 




Balance on Hand, January 1 , 1998 <j53X 733  33
BATH TOWN FOREST
Balance on Hand, January 1, 1997 
Interest Earned





A lden W. Minot, Treasurer
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BATH PUBLIC LIBRARY
1997 Sum m ary of Funds









TO T A L  R E C E IP TS
Disbursements:










Reim bursem ent to Savings 
Miscellaneous
T O T A L  D ISB U R S E M E N T S
Cash on Hand January 1, 1998 





























N um ber o f  bound v o lu m es......................................................................................................................... 13,385
N um ber o f  volum es added b y  pu rch ase ..................................................................................................... 124
N um ber o f  volum es added by  g i f t ................................................................................................................104
N um ber o f  volum es d is c a r d e d .......................................................................................................................234
N um ber o f  m agazines and new spaper su bscrip tion s..............................................................................26
N um ber o f  v ideo ’s added b y  p u rch a se ............................................................................................................ 7
N um ber o f  v id eo ’s added by  g i f t ..................................................................................................................... 30
N u m ber o f  audio books added b y  p u rch a se ............................................................................................... 12
N um ber o f  audio books added by  g i f t ............................................................................................................. 5
N um ber o f  books not r e tu r n e d ..........................................................................................................................8
CIRCULATION
Volum es o f  adult fiction lo a n e d ..................................................................................................................... 936
Volum es o f  ju n ior fiction lo a n e d .................................................................................................................... 872
Volum es o f  adult non-fiction loa n ed ............................................................................................................. 234
Volum es o f  ju n ior non-fiction lo a n e d ...........................................................................................................226
A dult m agazines lo a n e d ................................................................................................................................... 316
Junior m agazines loa n ed .................................................................................................................................... 36
Video tapes lo a n e d ..............................................................................................................................................245
Audio books lo a n e d ...............................................................................................................................................66
In terlibrary  loan requests f i l le d ..................................................................................................................... 96
N ew  P a tro n s ............................................................................................................................................................42
This has been  a challenging, but v ery  productive year at the Bath Public Library. In May, 
the L ibrary  was closed for 5 w eeks fo r  a m ajor overhaul! E v ery  book  and every  shelf was 
w iped dow n and the collection  was organized into m ore accessible locations. M any books w ere 
discarded to m ake room  and w e had a used b ook  sale every  T hursday in Septem ber. T here are 
still alot o f  books left to purchase fo r  those w ho m ight be interested.
The Sum m er R eading them e this year was “ B ook  a Trip A round the W orld” . Seventeen 
children read three hundred fifty  three books and w ere aw arded bookm arks, certificates, 
“passports” and prizes. T h ey  all did an exceptional jo b  this year and I am really proud o f  them . 
E v ery  Thursday from  July 17 - A ugust 14 w e once again had a storyhour from  10:30 - 11:30. 
There was a total o f  fifty  children for  the 5 w eeks. A lot o f  good  stories w ere read and som e 
exceptional crafts w ere made. Our volunteers continue to amaze m e each year as they com e up 
with better and better pro jects  fo r  the children to m ake. M any thanks to: H eather B urgess, 
Rachel A rdolino, Shannon Lusby, Louise R oy  and Trish Halsey. An extra special thank you  to 
Judy Tum osa fo r  taking tim e from  her busy schedule to teach tw o o f  the storyhours.
The Trustees and I w ould like to thank the follow ing people for their v ery  generous book, 
video and m agazine donations: Pastor A rthur Cheney, M ary  Jane Diam ond, Rita R ichards, 
H azel Burt, W. E verett Rowley, Jr., V ickie H utchinson, Vera Audolensky, R aym ond Burton, 
B everly  E llsw orth, C lover Gowing, F lorence W oods, N ancy Lusby, B arry  C rites, H eather 
Burgess, Bill Scott, Pat W right, Ann Dean, E llen Bradley, B everly  W oods, D ebby  Robie, R obert 
Poor, M argaret Sm ith o f  B radford , Vt., M ary Tum osa o f  D over-F oxcroft, M aine and Patricia 
Van M ater o f  Landaff, N .H . A lso, a cash donation o f  $25.00 from  Ruth A ndersen  o f  E ast 
Greenwich, R .I. and a bookcase fo r  our video collection from  H azel Burt.
B ack in July, w e had the m isfortune o f  having our com puter crash. The Trustees decided on
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doing a fund-raiser to purchase a new  one. M any thanks to Charlie Diam ond for  “‘taking charge 
and doing all the research  and ordering  o f  our new  computer. W e are now  the happy ow ners o f  
a Quantex QP5/166 Pentium M M X  with 4gb  harddrive, 32 m b R A M  and 24X  C D -R om . A  special 
thank you  to the follow ing people fo r  m aking this possible: Sylvia M cKean, Diane LaFond, 
N ancy & M ike Lusby, M ary Jane & Charlie D iam ond, B renda A rgereow , Pat M aggio, Velma 
Ide, Trish W assell, F lorence W oods, Ruth & G eorge Karner, A nne R ichardson , M ary Louise 
Girardi, Vera Audolensky, Caroline Lam arre, Judy (Tumosa) & B ruce Barnum , W alter & Carole 
Young, Louise & E rn ie Roy, Shirley Peters, J erry  F iliciotto, Mr. & M rs. A1 Haeussler, B everly  
Shaw, Bill & N an Scott, B everly  & B ob  E llsw orth, E dna Stein, Pine G rove Grange, B etty  & 
B arry  Crites, H .P  Cum m ings (B en H arrington), Isabelle & A lex Sutherland and John & Rachel 
W hitney. I t ’s w onderfu l to have so m uch support! W e are also v ery  fortunate to now  have an 
In ternet account, free  o f  charge w ith C onnecticut R iver N etw ork. M any thanks to R obb  C utler 
and m y son, Joe Ardoli.no for their generosity  and expertise in bringing the Bath Public L ibrary  
into the 20th cen tury  and beyond!!
O nce again, m y heartfelt appreciation and adm iration to m y volunteer, E lizabeth (B etty) 
Peters. It ’s w onderfu l to have som eone so dependable and willing to help. She is a real asset to 
the L ib ra ry  as w ell as to the Town. Thank you  B etty  fo r  all you r efforts!
D ebbie A rdolino
Librarian
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Bath H istorical S ociety m eets at 7:30 on the last W ednesday o f  each m onth in the Town 
Hall. M em bers and non-m em bers are w elcom e to all m eetings.
The goal o f  the S ociety is to collect and preserve m aterial that illustrates the h istory o f  
Bath through photographs, books, letters, new spaper clippings, Bath fam ily genealogies and 
any other item s o f  historical interest. W e use a secure room  in the Town Hall for storing these 
item s when they are not on display.
The H istorical S ociety is displaying m em orabilia in the Bath Public Library. A n y  com m ents 
or  suggestions w ould be m ost w elcom e.
Funds raised from  the “ M em ory  T ree” donations are to be used to preserve our tow n ’s vital 
statistics record  books and fo r  stone repair in our cem eteries. In 1997, w e donated $500.00 to 
the Town o f  Bath tow ard the repair o f  stones in the Sw iftw ater Cem etery. W e also donated 
$382.50 to the Town o f  Bath tow ard the preservation  o f  one Vital Statistics book.
W e w a n t to  th ank  th e m a n y  p e o p le  w h o  have d o n a te d  “ item s o f  in te r e s t ” to  the 
H istorical Society. It is on ly through your interest and gen erosity  that w e are able to preserve 
our history.
The H istorical Society w elcom es new  m em bers and w ould appreciate any loans or donations 
o f  historical significance to the Town o f  Bath.
Bath H istorical Society
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CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT
Since our last report, som e progress has been  m ade on stone repair in Sw iftw ater Cem etery. 
O nce again, w e are indebted  to the Bath H istorical S ociety  fo r  con tributing funds to cover 
on e-h a lf o f  the p ro je c t expense. Those w ho bu y  bulbs fo r  the S ocie ty ’s M em ory  Tree h onor 
loved ones not on ly b y  purchase o f  bulbs but also b y  m aking funds available fo r  cem etery  
restoration .
A t the V illage Cem etery, it w as n ecessary  to have one o f  the large fir trees professiona lly  
rem oved. T he tree  had, unfortunately, been  killed b y  a lightn ing strike. A lso, the tim e will 
com e w hen the fence a long the roadside will have to be rep laced . The iron  fence has served  
long and w ell but has b ecom e seriously  w eakened b y  tim e and stress.
A t the C arbee Cem etery, plans have been  m ade fo r  a turn -around on the u pper level. 
Trees have been  cut to m ake room  and gravel w ill be added. This w ill elim inate the need  for  
veh icles to back  dow n the grade to exit the area.
O ur m ost recen tly  e lected  Com m issioner, John W h itn ey resign ed  from  his o ffice  due to  ill 
health. Tom  Saw yer acted on his beha lf fo r  several m onths until a rep lacem ent could be 
appointed. John ’s son, Stephen, volunteered  to fill out the unexpired term  and has been  
appointed to the position  b y  the Selectm en.
The follow ing is a notice show ing the am ounts o f  State H ighw ay B lock  G rant A id  that 
m ay be available to you r tow n in 1998. The January and A pril paym ents are set am ounts and 
should not change. T he A pril paym ent is adjusted to re flect the actual State gas tax revenues 
and m otor veh icle fees  collected  in fiscal yea r 1997. The July and O ctober paym ents are 
based on estim ated revenues and could possib ly  change.
State H ighw ay B lock  G rant A id  available to Bath during calendar yea r 1998 is estim ated 
as follow s:
C hapter 235 o f  the R evised  Statutes A nnotated, as am ended, provides B lock  G rant A id 
paym ents fo r  the m aintenance, construction , and reconstruction  o f  C lass IV  and V  H ighw ays.
R esp ectfu lly  subm itted,
C em etery  C om m issioners 
Randall B urt 
Velm a Ide
HIGHWAY BLOCK GRANT AID 
BUREAU OF MUNICIPAL HIGHWAYS
A pril 1998 Paym ent
Total
January 1998 Paym ent
July 1998 Paym ent







BATH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Bath F ire D epartm ent had a busy year with a total o f  49 runs, o f  which 46 w ere called 
by  Twin State. The breakdow n o f  these calls are as follows:
14 m otor vehicle accidents
4 ch im ney fires
5 alarm  activations (sm oke & carbon  m onoxide)
2 pow er line calls
6 structure fires (4 mutual aid, 2 in Bath)
3 grass fires
15 varieties o f  other calls
In M arch o f  this past year, active auxiliary member, Mother, Sister, and good  friend, Lorraine
I. R oy  (Tattersall) past away. A  donation fund was set up in her name, o f  which the proceeds 
will be used to purchase a plaque to be placed on E ngine 2, which will be dedicated in her 
name. H er efforts  in the past are greatly  m issed.
W ith two people in the departm ent com pleting their Fundamentals o f  E M T -B asic, the rest 
o f  the departm ent was re-certified  in C P R , w e hope to be able to respond to m edical calls as 
well as fire calls to further fulfill everyone ’s desires to  see m ore Bath em ergency  service 
m em bers out in the public doing w hat w e do best.
The 1997 Annual Turkey Supper was the best one yet. Our thanks go to everyone who 
helped, baked and /or contributed in any way.
W e w ere fortunate enough to have donated to us A udrey  E stes hom e in W est Bath, on the 
corners o f  M ount G ardner Rd. and W est Bath Rd. In  that particular location o f  town, fo r  a 
structure fire, w e would announce a first alarm which would bring the towns o f  Bath, W oodsville, 
L isbon , Landaff. T herefore, as officers o f  the Fire D epartm ent w e decided it w ould behoove 
our mutual aid area to invite these tow ns fo r  a com bined training, so that w e w ork  m ore effi­
ciently as one unified team  no m atter w hat town w e are in.
Your current listing o f  m em bers on the Fire D epartm ent are:
Stephen D riscoll C h ief
Russ Fournier A ssistant C h ief
D onald L ocke Captain
Ronald L ocke 1st Lieutenant
Luis Rentas 2nd Lieutenant
D ebra  Fournier Treasurer/E  M C
Lisa D riscoll Secretary
W illiam Ash Fire Police
M ark L ocke F irefighter/S afety  O fficer
B ob  Blanchard Firefighter/Train ing O fficer
M ichael Poor F irefighter
W illiam  D riscoll F irefighter
N eil Cham berlin F irefighter
Charlene M ichaud F irefighter
Tara R entas Auxiliary
A s you  can see, w e are in need o f  m ore volunteers, please, i f  you  have any desire in becom ing 
a m em ber or an auxiliary m em ber, feel free  to contact any o f  the persons m entioned above.
Thank you Bath tow nspeople and property  ow ners fo r  m aking this yet another safe year.
Bath Volunteer F ire D epartm ent M em bers
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BATH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
1997 CALLS
DATE RESPONDED TO TYPE OF INCIDENT
01/11/97 Bath Chim ney Fire, M inot Res. L an g  R oad
01/20/97 Bath P lugged Chimney, I. C oles R es. W est Bath R oad
02/12/97 Sw iftw ater Structure Fire, R te 112, Trailer F ire
02/15/97 Bath M VA, A rea  o f  P orter Hill R d. and Valley Rd.
Bath Car into Pole, P orter Hill Rd.
02/18/97 N orth  H averhill Structure Fire, B lod gett Res. 245A French Pond Rd.
02/23/97 Lisbon H ouse full o f  Sm oke, B. D odge  R es. R te 117
03/09/97 Bath Chim ney F ire, B. W oods R es. across from  C overed  B ridge
03/24/97 Bath M VA w /E ntrapm ent, R te 302 ,1  mile from  H averhill line
03/25/97 Bath C ar F ire, H ills Flats, D um p Rd.
04/02/97 Bath Fire A larm  Activation, W  Young Res. Sw iftw ater Rd.
04/06/97 Bath Structure Fire, H .G. W ood, R te 302
04/08/97 Bath Chim ney Fire, R ugar Res. H igh St.
04/12/97 Bath Grass F ire, Stim son R es. Pettyboro Rd.
04/18/97 Bath Pole F ire, Plains R d. across from  the R obie R es.
04/22/97 Bath Sm oke Investigation, A rea  o f  Porter Hill R d & R abbit Path
Bath Possible Grass Fire, A rea  o f  A . Joy  Res.
04/27/97 Bath U N K  Type Fire, R te 302, behind the Lange R es.
05/01/97 W oodsville Brush Fire, R te 112 b y  the W eathered Barn
05/08/97 W oodsville Structure Fire, behind C entral Supply o f f  Railroad St.
06/12/97 Bath Fire A larm  Activation, H . H arris R es. B urton B rook  Rd.
06/21/97 Bath M VA with P I, R iver Rd.
06/26/97 Bath Tree on W ires, R te 302, A p p rox  1 mile east o f  B rick  Store
06/28/97 Bath M VA Rollover, Hill Rd. at intersection  to D eer Run A cres
07/05/97 Bath Sm ell o f  som ething B urning in B edroom , Veinot Res. 
Lake G ardiner Rd.
07/09/97 Bath Fire A larm  Activation, W  Young Res. G oose Lane
07/14/97 Bath Sm oke Investigation, area o f  C overed  B ridge, Sw iftw ater
07/17/97 Bath MVA, R te 302 b y  the Cham berlin  Res.
07/25/97 Bath Possible Plane Crash, R iver Rd. near the Pow er Lines
08/07/97 Bath C ar V  M /C  M VA, R te 302 ju st before  H .G.W ood
08/16/97 Bath U N K  Type Fire, A rea  o f  G oose Lane
08/27/97 Bath F ire A larm  Activation, H .G. W ood, R te 302
09/12/97 Bath 2 C ar M VA, U N K  PI, In tersection  o f  R te ’s 112/302
10/02/97 Bath 2 C ar M VA, R te 302 b y  H.G. W ood
10/03/97 Bath U N K  Type F ire, o f f  R te 302 betw een  Bath and W oodsville
10/19/97 Bath L Z  Preperation , Bath Village School
11/13/97 Bath C arbon M onoxide D etector Activation, Apt. A bove B rick  
Store, R te 302
11/16/97 Bath M VA, R te  302 by  H.G. W ood
11/22/97 E ast R yegate Structure Fire, D. Pow ers Res. E ast R yegate Village
11/27/97 N orth  H averhill Structure Fire, L efevbre  R es. B rushw ood Rd.
12/12/97 Bath M VA, vehicle into the River, R te 135 at the N arrow s
Sw iftw ater C him ney Fire, Jette Res.
12/14/97 Bath M V A  Rollover, R te 112 about 1 mile in from  R te 302.
12/20/97 Bath Possible B arn Fire, U N K  location on Rte 302
12/23/97 L andaff M V A  Rollover, R te 112 at the H averhill R eservoir
12/23/97 Bath M VA Rollover, R te 302 by  the D. L ang Res.
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REPORT OF TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN 
AND STATE FOREST RANGER
To aid you r F orest F ire  W arden, F ire D epartm ent and State F orest Ranger, con tact you r 
local W arden or F ire D epartm ent to find out if  a perm it is required. Violations o f  R S A  227-L:17, 
the fire  p e rm it law  and the o th e r  b u rn in g  law s o f  th e S ta te  o f  N ew  H am p sh ire  are 
m isdem eanors punishable b y  fines o f  up to $2,000 and /or a year in ja il. V iolators are also 
liable fo r  all fire  suppression  costs.
T h ere are ten  F orest R angers w ho w ork  fo r  the N .H . D ivision o f  Forests and Lands, 
F orest P rotection  Bureau. State F orest R angers are available to assist com m unities with 
forest fire  suppression, prevention  and training program s as w ell as the en forcem ent o f  forest 
fire and tim ber harvest laws. I f  you  have any questions regard ing forest fire or tim ber harvest 
laws please call our o ffice  at 271-2217.
T h ere are 2400 F orest F ire  W ardens and D epu ty  F orest F ire  W ardens throughout the 
state. E ach  tow n has a F orest F ire W arden and several D epu ty  W ardens w ho assist the Forest 
R angers w ith forest fire  suppression, prevention, and law en forcem ent. The 1997 fire season 
w as a safe period  fo r  w ildland firefighters w ith no m a jor in juries rep orted . The drought 
conditions exp erienced  during the early  sum m er m onths w as a significant factor resulting in 
the total num ber o f  fires rep orted  during the season.
The State o f  N ew  H am pshire operates 15 fire  tow ers, 2 m obile patrols and 3 con tract 
a ircraft patrols. This early  detection  and rep orts  from  citizens aid in the quick respon se  from  
local fire  departm ents. This is a critical fa ctor  in con trolling  the size o f  w ildland fires and 
k eeping the loss o f  p rop erty  and suppression  costs as low  as possible.
1997 FIRE STATISTICS
(All F ires R eported  thru D ecem ber 23,1997)
FIRES REPORTED BY COUNTY CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED
Belknap 58 Sm oking 54
Carroll 96 D ebris B urning 261
Cheshire 63 Cam pfire 99
C oos 29 Pow er Line 33
Grafton 51 Railroad 03
H illsborough 145 E quipm ent Use 23
M errim ack 148 L ightning 14
R ockingham 54 Children 60
Strafford 63 O H R V 0
Sullivan 19 M iscellaneous 130
Incendiary 33
Firew orks 16
T O T A L  F IR E S  
T O T A L  A C R E S
726
177.17
Stephen M . K essler 
F orest R anger
Russell Fournier 
F orest F ire W arden
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POLICE REPORT
This past year the Police Departm ent investigated m ore dom estic disputes than in preceeding 
years.
I wish to rem ind the people using the Sw iftw ater C overed  B rid ge to be kind to it and obey  
the posted w eight signs. Several people have rep orted  w itnessing trucks goin g  through the 
bridge, but no one w ishes to testify  in court, which adds up to no enforcem ent.
The Bath Police D epartm ent w ould like to take this opportunity to thank the m em bers o f  
the Bath Volunteer F ire D epartm ent fo r  the assistance they have provided at autom obile acci­
dents. A lso  thanks to  the N ew  H am psh ire  S tate P olice, the G rafton  C ou n ty  S h e r if f ’s 
D epartm ent, and the H averhill and L isbon  Police D epartm ents fo r  their assistance.
A rthur Joy  
C h ief o f  Police
ROAD AGENT’S REPORT
This year m ud season cam e with a particular vengeance. H ardest hit was W est Bath and 
P ettyboro R oads. A lthough all gravel roads w ere affected.
Culverts w ere rep laced on these roads: R iver Road, A b bott Avenue and Saw yer Hill Road.
Gravel was added to these roads: Hill Road, P orter Road, W indy Hill Road, Saw yer Hill 
Road, Pettyboro Road, G. L ock e ’s R oad and Plain Road.
Saw yer Hill R oad was rebuilt this year. M uch needed bank and ditch w ork  was done as well 
as gravel and culverts. The bank w ork could not have been  done w ithout landowners perm ission. 
Thank you  landowners.
P orter Hill w as also rebuilt with ditch w ork, road m atting and gravel. The road w as then 
paved.
R oads paved included P orter Hill, the rest o f  C em etery  R oad and A bb ott Avenue.
Thank you  fo r  you r continued support and patience.
John L ees 
R oad A gen t
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PLANNING BOARD
The Bath Town Planning B oard m eets the third W ednesday o f  every  m onth at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Bath Selectm en ’s Office. These m eetings are open to the public and w e w elcom e you r visits 
and com m ents. D uring the 1997 monthly m eetings four subdivisions and two gravel pit renewals 
w ere on the agenda fo r  review  and subsequent approval. D iscussions at m onthly m eetings 
involved building perm its, existing subdivisions and corresp ond ing regulations, relaxation 
requests fo r  subdivision and covenant regulations, boundary line adjustm ents, and land use in 
the various districts with possible zoning ordinance am endm ents. Once again, there was an 
overall concern  voiced  throughout the year o f  building taking place within the tow n without 
proper authorization and not falling within the zoning and individual subdivision covenants. 
The C onnecticut Joint R iver Com m ission brought discussion and affirm ation that our town 
m ission o f  developm ent along our b ord er rivers w ould em com pass these concerns and reports 
in the future.
In  k e e p in g  w ith  o u r  c o n tin u in g  e d u ca tio n , P la n n in g  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  a tte n d e d  
educational m unicipal law lectures relative to the duties and responsibilities o f  the Town 
P lanning and Z on in g B oards. W e also com pleted and participated in several surveys and 
m aterials distributed b y  the N H  O ffice o f  State Planning. The Bath Town Planning B oard has 
representation  on the local Sw iftw ater B ridge Com m ittee and recom m ended the tow n rejoin  
the N orth Country Council for future funding and resources with our bridges and transportation 
issues.
This year in the fall saw  new  m em bers jo in  the board as Dianna A sh assum ed a position on 
the Selectboard o f  the town. Dianna had been serving as V ice Chair and was an active m em ber 
for  four years. W e thank Dianna fo r  her w isdom  and com m itm ent on this voluntary town board.
I f  you  have a question about land use, town issues, etc., contact the Selectm en first and they 
will advise you  as to which Board, if  any, you  need to contact. Feel free  to drop in and if  you 
w ould like to serve on this or any Town B oard, let the Town O ffice know.
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Z on in g  B oard o f  A djustm ent did not act on any item s this year. The B oard is always 
looking fo r  new  m em bers. For those w ho are interested please contact m e or  the Selectm en. 
The Z B A ’s scheduled m eetings are the third Tuesday o f  the m onth at 7:30 p.m . in the 4-H  
R oom  o f  the Town Hall. It is best to notify  the Selectm en ’s O ffice or m yself to see i f  w e are 
goin g  to m eet during the month.
R espectfu lly  subm itted,




The Bath C onservation  C om m ission  m et 9 tim es this yea r to take care o f  p ro jects . In 
addition to com m ission  duties, one m em ber serves as alternate to the Planning B oard  and on 
the G rafton  C ounty C onservation  D istrict B oard, and one m em ber is on the Scenic B yw ay 
A d v isory  C om m ittee w ith N orth  C ountry  Council.
EARTH DAY APRIL 20,1997: For the eighth year w e coordinated a successful com m unity 
road garbage pick  up. Th irty five people including 4 -H ’ers and tow nspeople p icked up garbage 
on m ost o f  the roads. T he trash w as separated and recyc led  at Twin R iver R ecycling , w hich 
opened  on Sunday specifica lly  fo r  this effort. O ur thanks to all those involved.
LAND CONSERVATION INVESTM ENT PROGRAM: T he C om m ission  m on itored  
the L C IP  conservation  easem ent on R ay B u rton ’s land - no changes.
SCENIC BYW AY ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Judy Tum osa rep resen ted  the tow n on 
the Scen ic B yw ay A d v isory  C om m ittee fo r  the north  cou ntry  and participated in a discussion 
about possib le b icycle  rou tes along the scenic roads. W ood y A rg ereow  will rep resen t the 
com m ission  in 1998.
W ILD AM MONOOSUC WATER QUALITY MONITORING PROJECT: Judy Tum osa 
coord inated a p ro je c t that used W oodsville H igh  School students and others fo r  a second 
year to m onitor w ater quality o f  the W ild A m m onoosuc R iver this past summer. H arry  W oods 
and B renda A rg ereow  also assisted b y  taking E . coli sam ples once a w eek  in June, July and 
A ugust. The purpose o f  the study w as to determ ine the potential im pacts to w ater quality 
because o f  the recreational use o f  the river, such as go ld  dredging. Judy o ffered  a w orkshop  
on this p ro je ct in February.
W ETLANDS: T he C om m ission  review ed w etland perm it applications fo r  the R oute 135 
bridge  over the A m m onoosuc River, fo r  D od ge  Falls A ssocia tes dash board  repair, and signed 
tw o expedited  perm it applications for  construction  o f  a local pond and fo r  a d ry  hydrant 
installation on a local pond. C onservation  C om m ission  m ust now  sign o f f  on expedited  perm it 
applications.
CONNECTICUT RIVER SUBCOMMITTEE CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN:
The C om m ission  review ed and presen ted  to  the Selectm en  the corrid or  m anagem ent plan 
fro m  th e R iv e rb e n d  su b com m ittee . W e com m en ted  on  th e r e p o r t  to  the J o in t R iv e r  
C om m issions.
NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY: T he C om m ission  continued updating the N R I 
fo r  Bath b y  inventorying  the status o f  deer  yards. B ru ce updated the m ap in form ation  on 
deeryards and w etlands using recen t deeryard  and soils inform ation . The Com m ission  plans 
on doing a vernal poo l inventory  in 1998. W e also shared our natural resource  inventories 
w ith the N ew bury, V erm ont C onservation  Com m ission.
TOW N FOREST: B ru ce  and the C om m ission  v is ited  the tow n  fo re s t  in M ay and 
S ep tem ber to review  the m anagem ent plan and prepare for  a 4-H  field day there.
ADMINISTRATION: The C om m ission  review ed its bylaw s. W e look  forw ard  to a busy  
1998 and w e w elcom e new  m em bers at any tim e.
R espectfu lly  subm itted,
B ru ce  Barnum , Chair 
H arry  W oods, V ice-C hair 
W ood y  A rgereow , M em ber 
Jud y Tum osa, R ecord er
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BATH-HAVERHILL BRIDGE COMMITTEE
T reasurer’s rep ort at the end o f  the year shows a balance o f  $11,332.33. A  grant fo r  $5,000 
cam e from  the C onnecticut R iver Joint Com m ission ($3750 has been  received). The grant is 
earm arked for fire protection. $2500 was given b y  the Town o f  Bath. This was subsequently 
put into our account and is also slated for  fire protection. $5,000 was voted at the 1997 Haverhill 
Town M eeting  (also fo r  fire protection). This last am ount is not in the bridge account but has 
been  saved in escrow  by  the Town o f  Haverhill.
$1,000 was given to us by  an anonym ous donor late in 1997. This am ount is to go  tow ard the 
local e ffort to raise approxim ately $50,000 in the near future in the event w e secure a Federal 
Grant fo r  $200,000. $100 was given b y  Steve and Ruth W ellington and can be used at our 
discretion. $4089 has accrued through the sale o f  tee-shirts, chances, etc. The sale o f  shirts will 
continue as w ell as other fundraising efforts.
BIRTHS REGISTERED 
IN THE TOWN OF BATH, NH 
for the Year Ending December 31,1997




SEX NAME O F FATHER & 
M O TH ER ’S SURNAME
F ebruary 6 ,1997 
South K orea
B enjam in A ndre-W on C ope M Thom as C ope 
M arie A nne Fagnant
F ebruary 7 ,1997 
Bath, N H
K atharine F ield M orse-G agne F Richard Hill Gagne 
E lise E m erson  M orse
M ay 31 ,1997 
H averhill, N H
Z achary  A dam  Lam arre M Jerem y Adam  Lam arre 
K im berly  Jeanne Fournier
June 9 ,1997 
Haverhill, N H
Brian R ob ert Zam bon M Scott W  Zam bon  
D eborah  Lynn W oods
N ote: M any tim es these certificates do not arrive in tim e fo r  current y ea r ’s report.
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MARRIAGES REGISTERED 
IN THE TOWN OF BATH, NH 
for the Year Ending December 31,1997
DATE NAME AND SURNAM E RESIDENCE NAME, RESIDENCE &
O F O F OF OFFICIAL STATION OF
MARRIAGE GROOM & BRIDE EACH PERSON BY WHOM MARRIED
A pril 19,1997 E dw ard  A rthur C oulstring Bath, N H
Jean Cecilia M cK ean Bath, N H
June 14,1997 R ichard Jam es F oster Bath, N H
W endy Jean D avidson Bath, N H
O ctober 10,1997 D onald E rn est L ocke 
G loria Ann Towle
Bath, N H  
Bath, N H
A rthur F. C heney 
M inister 
Bath, N H
A rthur F. C heney 
M inister 
Bath, N H
A rthur F. C heney 
M inister 
Bath, N H
N ovem ber 22 ,1997 Stephen Thom as Dauphine Bath, N H
Danielle Am ie D ennett Bath, N H





IN THE TOWN OF BATH, NH 
for the Year Ending December 31,1997
D ATE AND PLACE 
O F DEATH
NAME AND SURNAME 
O F D ECEASED
A G E SEX NAME O F FATHER 
NAME O F MOTHER
January 26 ,1997 
Bath, N H
F ebruary 9 ,1997 
Haverhill, N H
M arch 5 ,1997 
Haverhill, N H
M arch 18,1997 
Lebanon, N H
A pril 4 ,1997  
M arlboro, M A
June 4 ,1997  
Haverhill, N H
July 25 ,1997 
N . Haverhill, N H
S eptem ber 3 ,1997  
H averhill, N H
S eptem ber 12,1997 
W oodsville, N H
N ovem ber 8 ,1997  
N. Haverhill, N H
N ovem ber , 1997 
C onnecticut
N ovem ber 19,1997 
Haverhill, N H




G eorge E . H ood  
G race D avenport
C hester S. C hrostow ski 80 M  W alter C hrostow ski
Sophie B ednar
L orraine I. R oy  Tattersall 49 F
P eter A . D argie 53 M
Clifton H ugh D exter 75
C oncetta F iliciotto 104
D orothy I. P rescott 82
M
G eorge Patrick R oy  
Irene M arie Forand
W aldo H. D exter 
Ruth A . W etm ore
G erolam o Pagano 
Francescia Galeano
W ilfred  A . B aker 88 M
Thom as Alan G regory  47 M
Annie D argie
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BATH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SCHOOL WARRANT 
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District of Bath in the 
County of Grafton, State of New Hampshire, qualified, to vote 
in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Bath Village School 
in said district on the 12th day of March, 1998, polls to be 
open for the election of District Officers at 2:30 o' clock 
in the afternoon and to close not earlier than 7:30 o'clock 
in the afternoon. Action on all remaining articles to 







To choose, by non-partisan ballot, a Moderator 
for the ensuing year.
To choose, by non-partisan ballot, a School 
District Clerk for the ensuing year.
To choose, by non-partisan ballot, a Treasurer 
for the ensuing year.
To choose, by non-partisan ballot,two School 
Board Members; one for a term of three years and 
one for a term of two years.
To hear reports of the School Board, 
Superintendent, Committees, or Officers chosen, 
and pass any vote relating thereto.
To see what sum of money the district will raise 
and appropriate for the support of schools, for 
the salaries of school district officials and 
agents, and for the payment of statutory 
obligations of the district, and to authorize 
the application against said appropriation of 
such sums as are estimated to be received from 
the state foundation aid fund together with 
other income; the school board to certify to the 
selectmen the balance between the estimated 
revenue and the appropriations which balance is 
to be raised by taxes by the town. This Article 
is exclusive of any other Article on the 
Warrant. (The School Board recommends 
$1,270,743.00.)
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ARTICLE 7: To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
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RESULTS OF THE MARCH 13, 1997 BATH SCHOOL WARRANT
The annual meeting of the Bath School District was called to order at 2:35 
o'clock in the afternoon on the 13th day of March, 1997 by School District 
Moderator, Ernest Roy. The Moderator read the Warrant and checked the 
official ballot box, declaring it empty. The polls were declared open as 
called for in Articles 1-4, and action on the remaining articles was 
postponed until 7:30 pm. Supervisors of the checklist present were Velma 
Ide, Dianna Ash, and Ann Joy. There were no absentee ballots to process.
At 7:30 o'clock in the evening, Moderator Ernest Roy reopened the meeting 
for discussion of Articles 5-7. The polls were closed until the conclusion 
of the general meeting, then reopened for five minutes following discussion 
of the last article.
ARTICLE 1: To choose, by non-partisan ballot, a Moderator for the
ensuing year.
Election results: Ernest Roy, 27 votes.
ARTICLE 2: To choose, by non-partisan ballot, a School District Clerk
for the ensuing year.
Election results: Joy Harden, 27 votes.
ARTICLE 3: To choose, by non-partisan ballot, a Treasurer for the
ensuing year.
Election results: Harry Lindemann, Jr., 27 votes.
ARTICLE 4: To choose, by non-partisan ballot, one School Board Member
for a term of three years.
Election results: Becky Roy, 27 votes.
ARTICLE 5: To hear reports of the School Board, Superintendent,
Committees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating 
thereto.
Mr. Alan Rutherford moved to accept the reports as printed in 
the town report. Motion seconded by Mrs. Rutherford and 
carried by a unanimous voice vote.
ARTICLE 6: To see what sum of money the district will raise and
appropriate for the support of the schools, for the salaries 
of school district officials and agents, and for the payment 
of statutory obligations of the district, and to authorize 
the application against said appropriation of such sums as 
are estimated to be received from the state foundation aid 
fund together with other income; the school board to certify 
to the selectmen the balance between the estimated revenue 
and the appropriations which balance is to be raised by taxes 
by the town. The School Board recommends $1,263,245.00.
Ben Harrington moved to accept the sum of $1,263,245.00. 
Motion seconded by Karen Harrington and carried by a 
unanimous voice vote.
ARTICLE 7: To transact any other business that may legally come before
said meeting.
A plaque and gift certificate were presented to departing 
school board chairperson, Brenda Minot, in acknowledgment of 
her service to the town.
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Bryan Lang commented on the increase in the School District 
budget due to circumstances beyond the town's control. He 
thanked the town for their vote of confidence, referring to 
the passage of the recommended budget sum, and for their 
support of the school. Volunteers were noted and appreciated 
by the School Board and staff of the school.
In conclusion Mr. Lang encouraged voters to get involved in 
State education funding reform, and to contact their 
representatives regarding the subject.
Shirley Peters asked for clarification of the acronym "LEA" 
Legal Education Agency, which defines the School District.
The Moderator reopened the polls for five minutes.
A motion was made by Arthur Cheney and seconded by Len Harden 
to close the polls at 7:48. Motion carried by a unanimous 
voice vote.
Motion to adjourn was made by Kathy Wohlleb, seconded by 
Jackie Hamel, and passed by a unanimous voice vote at 7:49.
Respectfully submitted,
Joy Leland Harden 
School District Clerk
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REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
For the Fiscal Year 
July 1, 1996 to June 30, 1997
SUMMARY
Cash on Hand July 1, 1996
Received from Selectmen
Revenue from State Sources
Received from all Other Sources
TOTAL RECEIPTS
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERS PAID





The Bath School District has been audited by the firm 
Plodzik & Sanderson Professional Association. Copies of the 
audit are available for public review at the 
Superintendent's Office on South Court St. in Woodsville,
NH.








BATH SCHOOL D IST R IC T  
SCHEDULE OF BONDS AND NOTES
Fiscal Year Principal Interest Total
1997-98 35,000 46,649 81,649
1998-99 35,000 44,202 79,202
1999-2000 40,000 41,558 81,558
2000-01 45,000 38,522 83,552
2001-02 45,000 35,267 80,267
2002-03 50,000 31,780 81,780
2003-04 50,000 28,064 78,064
2004-05 55,000 24,114 79,114
2005-06 65,000 19,544 85,544
2006-07 65,000 14,544 79,544
2007-08 70,000 9, 315 79,315
































Lindemann Jr., Harry 494.56
Lippard, Ronald 150.00
Locke, Margaret 50. 00
Minot, Brenda 100.00


















School Administrative Unit #23 
Report of the Superintendent’s and Business Administrator's Salaries
Section 5, Chapter 243, Laws of 1953 of the State of New Hampshire requires 
that school district annual reports show the total amount paid to the 
Superintendent and Business Administrator.
One-half o f the School Administrative Unit expenses is prorated among the 
several school districts of the Unit on the basis of adjusted valuation. One-half 
is prorated on the basis of average daily membership in the schools for the 
previous school year ending June 30. The Superintendent of SAU #23 during 
the 1997-98 school year will receive a salary of $64,375 prorated among the 
several school districts. The Business Administrator will receive a salary of 
$43,000.00 prorated among the several school districts.
The table below shows the proration of the salary to each school district:
1997-98 
Superintendent Salary
Bath $5,645.69 f 8.77%
Benton $984.94 1.53%
Haverhill Cooperative $36,236.69 56.29%













Superintendent's Enrollment Report 
1996 - 1997
Number of Pupils registered during the year 92
Average Daily Membership 77.1
Percentage of Attendance 95%
Pupils whose tuition was-paid by the district:
Elementary, K - 8 23
Secondary, 9 - 1 2  44
ENROLLMENT BY GRADES
Grade K 1 2 3 4 5 6 TOTAL
11 16 7 16 14 10 15 89
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TO THE SCHOOL BOARD AND CITIZENS OF BATH,
I SUBMIT MY THIRD ANNUAL REPORT
SAU 23 faced changes and challenges in 1997. At the 
SAU level, Denis Ward of the Monroe School Board continued 
as Chair of the SAU 23 Board. Sarah Lester of Warren was 
elected Vice Chair. At their District Meeting in March, 
1997, Monroe voters decided to study the feasibility of 
withdrawing from SAU 23. It was felt that after about 20 
years of questions about whether or not SAU participation 
was cost-effective for this school of approximately 100 
students, the issue should be investigated. A Monroe 
withdrawal would increase the district assessments of 
remaining districts. However, any change, if the town 
determined one was needed, would take place in the 1999- 
2000 school year. The Feasibility Study Committee's Plan 
was approved by the State Board of Education in January. 
While the Monroe School Board in January voted four to one 
not to support the withdrawal plan for the district, 
voters at the Monroe District Meeting March 10 will make 
the final decision.
Finding the appropriate, affordable administrative 
staffing mix for SAU 23 has continued to be a challenge 
for the twenty-four member SAU 23 Board. When Lynda 
Fredenberg retired in June, 1997, a half-position in the 
Finance Office was eliminated in a effort to cut expenses. 
Marilyn Newman joined the staff part-time in Lynda's 
place. Her very capable work has already made her an 
important team member at the SAU. Ed Emond, Business 
Administrator, also resigned in June, 1997 to take over 
similar responsibilities in Laconia, New Hampshire.
Charles McCoy was selected to replace Emond in July, 1997. 
By November Mr. McCoy agreed that the financial challenges 
of administering a six district SAU were more than he had 
bargained for and resigned.
At the request of Finance Office staff, the SAU did not 
immediately attempt to replace the Business Administrator 
position. Staff asked for time to complete the current 
budget cycle with guidance from district auditors and NH 
Departments of Revenue and Education. This allows the SAU 
Board seek advice from finance experts to determine what 
kind of Finance Office staffing arrangement makes best 
sense given the level of skills that have been developed 
in-house over the past three years, in particular by Pat 
Amsden and Jean Sutherland, who have taken over the day- 
to-day operation of the Finance Office with assistance 
from Connie Verratti, Sherry Brill and Marilyn Newman.
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A resignation by a special educator at Woodsville High 
School brought Michael Penkert to the SAU as Director of 
Instructional Support Services, a position which Donna 
Hart had held until choosing to return to Haverhill as a 
special educator. Michael comes to SAU 23 from the Becket 
School where he had worked for many years. He will be 
leading the SAU-wide assessment of special education and 
Title One programs, a process begun in the fall and 
continuing throughout the school year.
A question asked in one of the District Meetings last 
March shapes the rest of chis report: that is, what are 
the long range goals for our schools and are we making 
progress in meeting them? Six goals help direct our work. 
The SAU Mission Statement that prefaces the goals is: All
students in SAU 23 schools will be provided the highest 
quality of academic instruction in positive, safe learning 
environments that promote inquiry and appreciation for 
life long learning, so that graduates have the knowledge 
and skills necessary to participate fully and productively 
in a democratic, technologically advanced society.
We have made progress toward our goals in the past year.
1. All students will enter school ready to learn.
Although not every three and four year old is enrolled in 
preschool, the White House, SAU 23's pre-school program 
housed at Woodsville Elementary School, continues to 
thrive in its second year of operation. Bath students are 
enrolled in this program. Sarah Jean Harris, the able 
instructor who set up the program, left to assume a 
position at Bethlehem Elementary School. Deb Smith, a 
special educator at Woodsville Elementary School with 
previous background in early childhood education, has 
become the White House educator in charge. Head Start 
continues to offer programs there on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, with the SAU 23 programs offered in two 
sessions on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
The Haverhill Community Resource Consortium, headed by 
Shand Wentworth, has assumed the responsibility for 
Success by Six programs in Haverhill. Family Night Out, 
which helps to link families to existing services in the 
area, is planned for March this year.
2. All students will be successful learners, performing 
at their maximum learning potentials. One measure of 
success here is student performance on New Hampshire's 
Assessment of Academic Progress at third and sixth grades. 
While small class size makes it difficult to report Bath 
students' progress statistically, teachers and the
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principal do track student performance very carefully 
using data from these tests. Bath teachers have given 
careful attention to instructional practices that support 
student success on the tests. As teachers develop a better 
understanding of the tests, we should anticipate 
consistently good scores. The Board added a teacher this 
year, Kristen Pihls, to enable the faculty to provide 
better instruction across the grade levels. The Board 
continues to look at class configurations to make sure the 
staffing is most appropriate for the student class sizes.
The work of SAU 23's Curriculum Advisory Committee 
continues with Nancy Sandell of Piermont Village School as 
Chair. SAU 23 adopted the Curriculum Frameworks for 
Health, Physical Education and Art this year. The SAU 23 
Technology Committee requested time to revise the proposed 
Framework based on the districts' newly developed 
Technology Plans. A social studies curriculum review is 
also planned to bring the SAU 23 curriculum in line with 
the NH State Frameworks. Bath Village SGhool is developing 
a three-year Technology Plan this year. It will then 
submit the plan to the state for approval. It can then 
form the basis for grant applications as well as in­
district funding plans.
3. Students will learn in safe, positive learning 
environments. Teachers have invested a considerable amount 
of time analyzing school climate issues this year. In the 
summer, 1997, SAU 23 sponsored a week-long workshop at 
Haverhill Cooperative Middle School with Mike Mezzochi in 
which Bath teachers developed plans for improved student 
behavior management/discipline plans. Mezzochi has spent 
two additional weeks in SAU 23 schools during this year 
and will be offering a second week-long workshop in the 
summer on school climate. In addition, Bath students in 
grades three through six, and sixth through twelfth 
graders in Haverhill, will be taking a Student Aspirations 
Survey this year. Developed by the National Center for 
Student Aspirations, this survey gives guidance to faculty 
and staff about student attitudes about school and future 
plans.
In terms of the physical environment of schools, the Bath 
School Board continues to tackle special buildings and 
grounds projects over each summer as end of year funding 
allows. Bob Dean, the very able Custodian at BVS, 
continues to over see BVS maintenance conscientiously and 
effectively. Becky Roy, who resigned as a School Board 
Member to take over the management of the school cafeteria 
program, has proven that school lunch can be delicious and 
nutritious. Parents and teachers, as well as students, are 
eating in the cafeteria these days as the word is out that 
Becky is a great cook.
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4. Teachers will exhibit the highest levels of 
professional practice in their work. Teachers have 
participated in several focused professional development 
activities aimed a strengthening our literacy and math 
instruction. All teachers and the principal attended a 
Literacy Institute at LinWood over the summer and continue 
to adapt learning from it in their classrooms. It is 
anticipated that teachers will attend a second workshop 
this summer. Workshops and in-class assistance with Debby 
Head and Libby Pollett, math consultants who have worked 
with us over the past three years, continue to improve 
math problem-solving instruction. Debby and Libby will be 
returning this summer for another week-long activity in 
SAU 23 schools. This kind of targeted professional 
development, sustained over time, is preferred to "one- 
shot" programs that, while inspiring, tend not to have the
lasting impact of consultants who get to know our teachers 
and programs over time.
5. Parents and community members will understand and 
support school goals and direction. This goal may be the
most illusive, but we continue to try to improve 
communication about the school in a number of ways. The 
SAU 23 School-Community Forums allow community members to 
hear from the consultants who work with us. Last year, 
Debby Head and Libby Pollett held an evening on 
mathematics instruction. Mike Mezzochi spent an evening 
discussing student discipline issues with parents.
Although an eye operation interrupted my SAU 23 NOTES for 
awhile, these NOTES, published with the SAU 23 Calendar in 
the Showcase each month, are another attempt to keep 
people informed about school programs. While I try to 
attend as many school functions as possible, the past year 
has held enough extra business meetings that I have not 
had free evenings for student programs, a big regret on my 
part since student "evening meetings" are the perks of 
this job! I am aware that communication can always be 
improved and continue to look for ways to do so.
6. School budgets will be fiscally responsible while 
promoting academic excellence. The budget that follows is 
an example of our attempt to meet this goal. The budget 
maintains school programs at or slightly above the current 
year's funding levels. A drop in the value of the town has 
affected the tax impact of the budget this year, in spite 
of the fact that programs have remained level funded.
As is Bath's tradition, the School Board has maintained an 
unwavering focus on academic achievement and teaching 
quality. The time and attention the three Board Members 
give to our schools is laudable. Judy Tumosa joined the
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Board when Becky Roy resigned - a win-win for students and 
the community. Thank yous are due to the School Board for 
their leadership and on-going support of BVS; to the Mr. 
Ross for his able leadership; to the faculty and staff for 
dedication to BVS students, and to the Bath community for 
your continued support.
Having ended on a school finance note last year, I would 
be remiss in not acknowledging the potential importance of 
the NH Supreme Court's decision to re-design school 
financing this year. While the formula for financing has 
yet to be determined, the change in financing is likely to 
bring much needed tax relief to Bath and, with it, the 
possibility that our educational programs, which have 
always been adequate thanks to local voters' support for 
schools, will be even stronger.
Respectfully submitted,
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Bath Village School 
Annual Principal’s Report 
1996-1997
We had only one staff change and one addition. Jeanne Tilghman replaced 
Marge Lane as our Reading Recovery Teacher. After February vacation, we added a 
Guidance Counselor, Joseph Bailey. He met with each class as a group and with those 
individuals who needed one-on-one counseling. He is a valuable addition to our school.
The staff and I attended several workshops throughout the year to gain 
knowledge to better serve the students. We had several sessions with Fritz Bell on 
Multiple Intelligence. I attended a workshop given by Dr. William Glasser on the 
Quality School. The entire staff enjoyed the Math Workshops given by Debby Head and 
Libby Pollet. In the Spring, we began our study of the Literacy approach to the teaching 
of reading and writing by attending workshops at Waterville Valley.
We had two successful fundraisers. The Friends of Bath Village School, our 
parent group, conducted one in the Fall which raised money for our ski program. The 
school children conducted a Read-a-Thon in the Spring which raised money for new 
playground equipment. We spent a whole day reading silently, reading to groups, and 
reading with a buddy. Pledges were solicited by the students.
Our Sixth Graders performed above the state average on the Math, Science, and 
Language Arts portions of the State Assessments and just below the state average in 
Social Studies. Our Third Graders were a little below the state average in Math and 
Language Arts. On the California Achievement Tests, our Second and Fourth Graders 
were above average, while our First and Fifth Graders were below average. We believe 
our literacy program and increased effort and emphasis on our weak areas will improve 
our performance on all tests.
Our school participated in the Manchester Union Leader-sponsored state Spelling 
Bee. Our representative was Rachel Ardolino.
Our only co-curricular program was basketball, which was ably coached by Brad 
Paronto and Sara Lang. The students’ skills improved and they continued to exhibit 
good sportsmanship on the court. They also managed to win more games than they lost.
Our computer inventory was improved with the purchase of additional Macintosh 
CD-ROMS with printers. We continually work to present a better technology program 
for our school.
We began two new programs for our students to display their ability to the 
public. Our first, Young Authors’ Night, was attended by nearly every student’s parents. 
The students read their own stories and poetry. We presented the first o f our seasonal 
festivals with a Memorial Day program of songs, skits, and readings. We planned to 
have Fall, Christmas, and Spring Festivals next year and every year. Young Authors’ 
Nights will be presented twice a year.
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Two very interesting assemblies were presented. Marko the Magician amazed 
the students and staff with his magic, while teaching about the dangers of substance 
abuse. Local artist, Joy Harden, told us o f the wonders of Egypt in a slide-show 
presentation which we all enjoyed.
The Friends o f Bath Village School, led by Trish Halsey, put on two Honors 
Breakfasts to honor those students who made Honor Roll during the school year. These 
were very much appreciated by our scholars.
Field trips were enjoyed by all and much was learned on them. The Sixth Grade 
went to the State Technology Fair in Concord. Grades One and Two went to the Rocks 
Tree Farm in Bethlehem and the Fish Hatchery in Warren. The Kindergarten enjoyed the 
Conklin Farm. Grades One, Two, Three and Six learned much at the Science Center in 
Holdemess. Grades Four and Five learned about history at the Shelburne Museum in 
Vermont.
I truly enjoy being Principal o f Bath Village School. The students are a pleasure 
with whom to work and you couldn’t have a better staff teaching your children. We are 
constantly studying new techniques which will enable us to better serve the students.
With your continued support, we will prepare your children for the future.
Respectfully submitted,
David A. Ross, Principal 
Bath Village School
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BATH VILLAGE SCHOOL 
HONOR ROLL 














































TOWN CLERK’S & TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE 
747-2454
M onday........ 12:00 NOON
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Tuesday ......... 12:00 NOON
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Wednesday 12:00 NOON
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Thursday........ 12:00 NOON
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
F riday ............
SELECTMEN’S OFFICE HOURS 
747-2454
12:00 NOON
M onday .......... 12:00 NOON
12:30 PM - 
7:00 PM
4:30 PM
Tuesday .......... 12:00 NOON
12:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Wednesday 12:00 NOON
12:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Thursday......... 12:00 NOON
12:30 PM - 4:30 PM
F rid ay ..............
SELECTMEN’S MEETINGS
12:00 NOON
Every M onday.

